
 
GENOA CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION  
SPECIAL MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING 

JUNE 2, 2021 
7:00 P.M. 
AGENDA 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST: 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  (Note: The Board reserves the right to not begin new business after 
10:00 p.m.) 
 
OPEN PUBLIC HEARING # 1…Review of a special use application, environmental impact assessment 
and site plan for a proposed 28,851 sq. ft. addition for a retreat center which will include overnight stays 
located at 1391 Kellogg, southwest corner of Kellogg and McClements Roads. The request is 
petitioned by the Chaldean Catholic Church of the U.S.A. 
 

A. Recommendation of Special Use Application 
 B. Recommendation of Environmental Impact Assessment (3-15-21) 
 C. Recommendation of Site Plan (3-15-21) 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS: 
 

• Staff Report 
• Approval of April 12, 2021 Planning Commission meeting minutes 
• Member discussion 
• Adjournment 

 











GENOA CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING 
NOVEMBER 9, 2020 

6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

  
  
CALL TO ORDER:  Vice Chairman Rauch called the meeting of the Genoa Charter Township 
Planning Commission to order at 6:30 p.m. Present were Marianne McCreary, Eric Rauch, Jim 
Mortensen, Jeff Dhaenens, and Jill Rickard.  Absent were Chris Grajek and Glynis McBain. Also 
present were Kelly VanMarter, Community Development Director/Assistant Township Manager, 
Gary Markstrom of Tetra Tech, and Brian Borden of Safebuilt Studio.  There were 25 audience 
members present. 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
Moved by Commissioner Dhaenens, seconded by Commissioner Mortensen, to approve the 
agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST:  
No Commissioners declared a conflict of interest. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  The call to the public was made at 6:32 pm with no response. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC HEARING # 1…Review of a special use application, environmental impact 
assessment and site plan for a proposed 28,851 sq. ft. addition for a retreat center which will 
include overnight stays located at 1391 Kellogg, southwest corner of Kellogg and McClements 
Roads. The request is petitioned by the Chaldean Catholic Church of the U.S.A. 

A. Recommendation of Special Use Application 
B. Recommendation of Environmental Impact Assessment (10-19-2020) 
C. Recommendation of Site Plan (10-19-2020) 

Ms. Eavan Yaldo, the architect for the project, Mr. Mike Hickey, Executive Director of the Camp, 
and Sammy Herfy the property caretaker, and Vincent Jarbow, CFO for the applicant, were 
present. 

Ms. Yaldo stated there was one site plan issue outstanding when they were before the Planning 
Commission last time.  They have revised their drawings to show that they are now proposing to 
pave a portion of the parking lot adjacent to the access drive.  With that change, they believe 
they have addressed all of the concerns from the engineer, planner, and Brighton Area Fire 
Department. 

The other item is the Special Land Use.  She noted there were concerns from the Planning 
Commission and the public.  The Diocese has been very diligent in making sure they are doing 
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the right things in the community so they addressed those concerns. They spent the time to 
address them.  When the drawings were resubmitted, a letter was provided to the Township.  
They have also provided letters from the Livingston County Sheriff, local parishes, neighbors 
who have had contact with the camp, and others who have used the property for retreats. 

They know a lot of the concerns that had been raised by the neighbors have been prior to the 
last few years, and Sheriff Mike Murphy noted that a lot has changed in that time. In order to be 
good neighbors, they have attempted to and spoken with neighbors who were at the meeting 
last time and discuss their concerns.  They are working toward getting to a peaceful, quiet 
setting to be used for people to unwind and relax. 

Mr. Hickey joined the committee two years ago to change the way in which the camp was being 
utilized as well as rebranding it. Many youth camps, family camps, and church groups over the 
last few years have been using the camp.  She reiterated that they are moving forward to have 
a center that is peaceful and quiet so people can enjoy the activities that are available in the 
camp. They are sensitive to the neighbors.  

Vice Chairman Rauch asked the applicant if there were any changes since the last time they 
were before the Planning Commission.  Ms. Yaldo stated that there are no major changes in the 
Environmental Impact Assessment, but they have added signage with contact information, etc. 
so that if anyone has a concern, they can reach out to the diocese.   

She read the letter that was provided by Bishop Francis Kalabat.   

Mr. Borden reviewed his letter dated November 4, 2020. 

1. He is of the opinion that the special land use standards of Section 19.03 are generally 
met.  

2. The Commission may require detention pond landscaping (7 trees and 70 shrubs).  
3. The Planning Commission may allow the use of rough sawn cedar for the waste 

receptacle enclosure instead of masonry.  
4. The Planning Commission may require submission of a photometric plan per Section 

12.03.07. 
5. If approval is granted, the applicant must obtain a sign permit from the Township prior to 

installation. 

Mr. Markstrom noted that they have proposed to pave the portion of the parking lot as he 
recommended previously. 

Vice Chairman Rauch noted that Rick Boisevert, the Brighton Area Fire Authority Fire Marshal 
has no further comments regarding the proposal.  

The call to the public was made at 6:53 pm. 

Mike Berean of 1273 Euler Road provided documents to the Planning Commission.  This 
location is not the right place for their plan and idea. This zoning is not appropriate for for-rent, 
for profit events.  The camp has not moved in a new direction in four years.  It is owned by a 
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religious corporation and they want to expand the services.  They are tax exempt, pay no taxes, 
and do not contribute anything to the Township.   

In 2019 the noise from one of their events ruined their granddaughter's birthday party.  He can 
hear the noise from the events at his house in the summer with the windows closed.  One half 
mile of the camp property’s fence is broken down and has been that way for four years. There is 
a sign laying on the side of Euler Road from a group who used the camp on September 29th.  
There have been so many noise complaints that the Township fined the applicant.  They are not 
allowed to have concerts; they have violated DEQ requirements, increased traffic, increased 
light pollution, and increased noise pollution. They do not maintain their property.  All of this 
negatively affects their property values.  He was told by a realtor that homeowners in the 
surrounding area now have to list their properties as being close to a nuisance property. This 
proposal would allow for commercial signage in their rural neighborhood. They are planning to 
use the property to the maximum capacity. 

Mr. James Drouillard of 6781 Felice owns 300 feet adjacent to the camp. He spoke to his 
neighbors and learned that no one supported the Special Land Use and 22 people were 
opposed to it.  He submitted a signed list to the Planning Commission.  The home next to his 
was converted to an assisted living business and the traffic has increased.  He is concerned 
about the traffic that would be increased due to this Special Land Use.  He opposes it. 

Mr. Patrick Spence of 1838 Euler Road has lived in his home for 30 years and since the 
property was acquired by the Diocese, he noticed that protected trees were removed.  He does 
not believe they respect the property.  They allow motorized boats on the lake.  This is not a 
church; it is a club.  It is a commercial business.   

Mr. Joseph Saliba of 1829 Kellogg Road agrees with the items that Mr. Berean discussed.  He 
wants a Township representative’s contact information to be provided to him so he can call 
them when there are issues. 

Ms. Patricia Kopicko of 6843 Felice Drive has lived in her home for 25 years.  The noise 
nuisance has been very common for the past 10 years.  There was a concert scheduled for 
August of 2020 with a national singer. Her husband has provided the Township with noise 
readings three times in 2019.  A commercial building should not be in this neighborhood and 
she will be able to see it from her back deck.  The State Police and Livingston County Sheriff 
will not address the noise complaints.  She has minutes from meetings dating back to 2009 
stating that the noise will be addressed, there will not be concerts, etc. and these activities have 
continued.  The camp is being used currently by children and it is being used as it was intended. 
A 28,000-square-foot building is not needed for that. 

Ms. Lynn Drouillard of 6781 Felice stated that if the retreat is able to be built, their home values 
will be decreased.  It will be difficult to sell their homes with this type of building in a rural 
residential neighborhood.  

Ms. Ann Olivieri of 1200 Kellogg Road stated that the building will be seen by residents on 
Felice Road.  The roads surrounding the camp are dirt. She can hear the noise in her home with 
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her windows closed.  She has to raise her voice on her deck because of the noise.  Law 
enforcement cannot enforce the noise ordinance.  The complaints to law enforcement have 
gone down because the neighbors stopped calling.  If the capacity increases, it will increase the 
issues that affect the residents.  The impact of traffic, noise, and lighting will negatively affect 
the residents in the area. 

Mr. Robert Kopicko of 6843 Felice stated his property is going to be affected the most as he will 
be sitting between the parking lot and the building.  His property is 15 feet below the property 
where the building is being proposed.  It will appear to be a four-story building to him.  There will 
be lights in 40 rooms. There will be no trees; there will be no buffer.  There have been no issues 
corrected in the past two years.  They still have the same issues for the past five years.  He 
does not want this building in his backyard. 

Ms. Dori Berean of 1273 Euler Road asked the Planning Commission why proposals are 
brought to the Township and why the public is invited to comment.  Ms. VanMarter stated that 
the diocese is building a facility that, due to the size, initiates the process for review of the 
project so it provides an opportunity to take the information from the neighbors and review that 
against the zoning ordinance and the rules and regulations of the Township.   

She asked what the Master Plan is for this property. Ms. VanMarter stated it is Large Lot 
Residential, which is two acre minimum.   

Ms. Berean stated she has not seen any changes over the past five years and noted that they 
already have a Special Land Use.  She hopes the Planning Commission will listen to the 
neighbors' concerns. 

Ms. Alexandra Gray bought property on Kellogg Road two years ago to build their dream house.  
They liked their property because it was rural.  They were aware of the camp and the concerts a 
few times a year.  She does not believe this is the right place for this proposal.  Her new 
neighbors have told her about the noise issues from the camp.  

Mr. Michael Baker of 1780 Euler Road lives eight houses south of the camp.  He has lived there 
for 20 years.  He does not want more traffic, dust or noise.  He is against this proposal. 

Mr. Collin Copis of 1054 Kellogg is against this proposal. 

Mr. George Mears of 1790 Euler stated the applicant does not contribute to the community. 

Ms. Kay Baker of 1780 Euler Road has lived there for 29 years.  The traffic has increased from 
the new park, there is more dust, and she is against adding more traffic to this area and losing 
the country atmosphere. 

Vice Chairman Rauch advised a letter was received from David Shirk & Karen Reames of 1160 
Kellogg Road who are against the proposal.   

He noted that nine letters of support were received by the Township.  They were from the 
following: 

● The Knights of Columbus; Howell, MI 
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● Livingston County Sheriff Mike Murphy 
● Marian High School’s Campus Minister; Bloomfield Hills, MI 
● St. John Catholic Church; Howell, MI 
● Dennis and Cinnamon Walle of 1655 Kellogg Road 
● Micky Dingman of 607 N. Hacker Road, Howell 
● St. Patrick Catholic Parish; Brighton, MI 
● Detroit Catholic Central High School 
● Mr. Jeff DiMeglio of 1750 Argentine; Howell, MI 

 

The call to the public was closed at 7:51 pm. 

Commissioner Rickard is concerned with the noise and questioned why outdoor concerts are 
allowed.  Mr. Hickey stated that in 2019 they had events that were previously scheduled so they 
allowed them.  The concert that was scheduled to be held in August was to be for one hour in 
the middle of the day.  There have been approximately 50 groups this year and two reunions.  
The issues raised by the neighbors were from the past.  

She asked if the Planning Commission could put a condition on the noise on the approval.  Ms. 
VanMarter stated “yes”.  She also would like to require the plantings around the detention pond 
that were noted in Mr. Borden’s letter.  Ms. Yaldo noted it is a much wooded area, which is why 
they did not believe the additional plantings were necessary.  Commissioner Rickard asked if 
there could be anything added to shield the neighbors from the harshness of the building and 
the parking lot.  Ms. Yaldo stated the closest portion of the building from the property line is 300 
feet.  There will be no new lighting in the parking lot, except just near the building entrance 
where the parking spaces are added.  

Vice Chairman Rauch advised the applicant that he respects and values what they do.  He does 
not believe that this project has changed since it was before the Planning Commission 
previously.  He suggested the Environmental Impact Assessment be updated with more detailed 
items, such as an operation schedule, detailed property maintenance schedule, sound impact 
minimization measures to be implemented, outdoor PA’s or concerts should not be allowed, a 
photometric plan should be submitted, and a traffic impact study should be provided. 

Commissioner McCreary believes there is too much uncertainty and not enough definition of 
what is being proposed.  Who are the intended users and what are the intended uses?  She 
agrees with Vice Chairman Rauch that more details are needed.   

Commissioner Dhaenens agrees that details and proof should be provided by the applicant that 
will show what has occurred over the past two years, how it has changed, and what is expected 
in the future. 

Ms. Yaldo stated that retreat centers are generally put in these types of areas because they are 
rural and they are quiet.  This is not a banquet center or a hotel. People need a place to 
congregate, sleep, and eat when they are at a retreat, which is why the building is needed. She 



Genoa Township Planning Commission 
November 9, 2020 
Approved Minutes 
 

6 

noted the building is not as tall as the maximum allowable height in this zoning district.  She will 
provide an operations plan and a plan of what the center will be going forward and in the future.  

Commissioner Rickard asked why the property has not been maintained, such as the broken 
fence and the trash.  Mr. Hickey stated there is an area that needs to be repaired.  He does not 
believe it's true that there is trash around the camp.  She also would like information added such 
as, what will be the use of the lake, will there be utilized watercraft, etc.  Mr. Hickey stated the 
lake is used for canoes, kayaks and swimming.   

Vice Chairman Rauch reopened the call to the public at 8:18 pm. 

Mr. Joseph Saliba of 1829 Kellogg Road is concerned about the proposed new detention pond.  
He is concerned that water will flow onto the neighbors’ properties and into the lake.  Vice 
Chairman Rauch explained the reason and process of a detention pond. 

Mr. Berean asked why there are three pontoons on the lake.  The fence that they put up 
hindered the wild life from traveling.  He asked what the camp was used for last weekend. There 
were guards in fatigues with berets, but they were not armed.  Mr. Hickey stated there were two 
camp groups last weekend. It was Christian Boot Camp.  He asked if the property has been 
delineated for wetlands.  Ms. VanMarter said that she has seen a wetland delineation plan.  He 
asked that if the roads need maintenance or if they get paved, would the diocese pay. 

The call to the public was closed at 8:23 p.m. 

Moved by Commissioner Mortensen, seconded by Commissioner Dhaenens, to table the 
proposal for a Special Land Use, Site Plan, and Environmental Impact Assessment for Prophet 
Elijah Retreat Center to allow the applicant to address concerns presented and discussed 
during tonight’s meeting. The motion carried unanimously. 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING # 2…Review of a site plan and environmental impact assessment for 
a proposed parking lot at 1183 Fendt Drive to be used in conjunction with the existing UPS 
Facility on the west side of Fendt Drive. The request is petitioned by Hugo Ceron, SME. 

A. Recommendation of Environmental Impact Assessment (9-2-2020) 
B. Disposition of Site Plan (9-24-2020) 

Mr. Hugo Ceron of SME and Mr. Adam Marchwinski of UPS Buildings & Systems Engineering 
were present.  Mr. Ceron apologize he was not available at last month’s meeting.  He stated 
they are proposing to pave the parking lot so that it will be compliant with the Township 
ordinance.  They will provide curb and gutter, a retention pond, and lighting and landscaping 
improvements.  They are requesting to waive the interior island requirements to maximize the 
amount of parking spaces, noting his site is at the end of a road in an industrial park.  

Mr. Marchwinski stated that he has spoken with the real estate department at UPS and they do 
not want to tie the two properties together with regard to a sale, as recommended by the 
Township.  Ms. VanMarter spoke to a representative from UPS who understands the 
Township’s goal and they would be willing to put an easement in place and then provide an 
agreement that if the property with the building was sold, then changes would need to be made 
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GENOA CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 

6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

  
  
CALL TO ORDER:  Vice-Chairman Rauch called the meeting of the Genoa Charter Township 
Planning Commission to order at 6:32 p.m. Present were Marianne McCreary, Eric Rauch, Jim 
Mortensen, Jeff, Dhaenens, and Glynis McBain, Absent were Chris Grajek and Jill Rickard. Also 
present were Kelly VanMarter, Community Development Director/Assistant Township Manager, 
Gary Markstrom of Tetra Tech and Brian Borden of Safebuilt Studio.  There were 15 audience 
members present. 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
Moved by Commissioner Mortensen, seconded by Commissioner Dhaenens, to approve the 
agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  The call to the public was made at 6:33 pm with no response. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC HEARING # 1…Review of a special use application, environmental impact 
assessment and site plan for a proposed 28,851 sq. ft. addition for a retreat center which will 
include overnight stays located at 1391 Kellogg, southeest corner of Kellogg and McClements 
Roads. The request is petitioned by the Chaldean Catholic Church of the U.S.A. 

            A. Recommendation of Special Use Application 
         B. Recommendation of Environmental Impact Assessment (7-31-2020) 
         C. Recommendation of Site Plan (8-26-2020) 
 

Ms. Eavan Yaldo of Saroki Architecture was present representing the applicant. Father Andrew 
Seba, Father Manuel Boji, and Vincent Jarbow, CFO for the applicant, were present.  

Ms. Yaldo stated the property is 160 acres and includes Euler Lake.  They would like to 
construct a 28,851 square foot retreat center to be used for religious retreats, youth retreats, as 
well as to foster community gatherings.  These retreats will occur mainly on the weekends.  It 
will be located on the southeast portion of the property and adjacent to the existing church.  
Over the last 10 years, when the church was first built, it has been underutilized. One portion of 
the proposed building is one story, a portion is two story and there is a walkout basement. 
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There are 20 each two-bedroom units; however, it can sleep a total of 80 people.  She noted 
there will be an enclosed walkway connecting the retreat center to the existing church.   

She showed the proposed site plan and building elevations.  They do have their proposed 
building materials and can supply them if the Planning Commission would like. 

Commissioner Mortensen asked if it will be available to the public.  Ms. Yaldo stated it will be 
open to other faiths; however, they must abide by the rules and standards that will be put in 
place by the Caldean Catholic Church.  He asked if alcohol will be served anywhere on the 
property.  Ms. Yaldo stated this retreat center will not have alcohol; however, she is not sure 
about other locations on the campus. 

Commissioner Dhaenens questioned where the retreats are currently held.  Father Seba stated 
their retreats are held in different locations in Detroit or Lansing. 

Mr. Borden reviewed his letter dated September 2, 2020. 

● Provided comments from the Township Engineer and Brighton Area Fire Authority are 
addressed, his opinion is that the special land use standards of Section 19.03 are 
generally met. 

● The Commission may wish to request building material calculations as it is mostly a brick 
building. 

● The Commission may wish to consider whether the existing gravel parking lot should be 
improved as part of this project. 

● The Commission may wish to require landscaping around the proposed detention pond.  
He calculated that 7 trees and 70 shrubs should be planted, although this property is 
heavily wooded. 

● The Planning Commission must approve the use of rough sawn cedar for the waste 
receptacle enclosure.  His opinion is that the proposed material is appropriate for this 
site. 

● The Planning Commission may require submission of a photometric plan per Section 
12.03.07 of the Ordinance due to the addition of light fixtures. Based on the type and 
numbers of fixtures, he believes they will meet the Ordinance. 

● If approval is granted, the applicant must obtain a sign permit from the Township prior to 
its installation. 

Mr. Borden noted that if this project is approved, it may be appropriate to have the Township 
evaluate the Future Land Use classification for the property during its next Master Plan review 
period. 

Mr. Markstrom reviewed his letter dated September 10, 2020. 
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● The Petitioner will need approval from the Livingston County Health Department for the 
proposed well and septic updates. This should be obtained and provided to the 
Township for their records. 

● The Petitioner shows parking calculations on the plans. Currently the plans show seven 
new spaces, while the parking calculations show 74 spaces required for the proposed 
use. The Petitioner is proposing to share parking with the church, which has 102 parking 
spaces currently. Due to the church and retreat center being used mostly by the same 
group of people, he finds this co-use of parking to be reasonable. 

● The Genoa Township Zoning Ordinance requires that the parking lot be hard surface 
with concrete curb and gutter. However, an aggregate parking lot may be considered as 
a Low Impact Development alternative to the zoning requirements. The Petitioner should 
provide more information on the intended use of this parking lot. If the Petitioner is 
intending to use the lot during the winter and to clear snow, the parking lot should be 
paved with curb and gutter as the Zoning Ordinance describes. As the Petitioner is 
proposing a paved access drive through the existing gravel parking lot, the petitioner 
should at least consider paving the parking spaces adjacent to the drive. 

● The tributary area shown on Sheet 6 does not encompass all of the proposed site 
improvements, but it does collect some of the existing drive and church that was not 
previously captured by on site storm sewer. The development is proposed on a small 
portion of the entire site. The parcel contains ponds and basins that collect all the runoff 
from the developed portion of the property. Since the tributary area to the new basins is 
essentially the same size as the proposed impervious area addition we feel the 
proposed detention meets the intent of the storm water management guidelines and is 
acceptable as presented.  He noted that they are making improvements to the storm 
water management on the site.   

Ms. Yaldo acknowledged receipt of the Brighton Area Fire Authority’s letter.  She has been 
working with the Fire Marshal and she will address their concerns. She is also working with the 
Livingston County Health Department. 

She stated that many of the retreats are youth retreats and the kids are bussed in.  With regard 
to the adult retreats, most people carpool or are also bussed in so the amount of vehicular traffic 
and parking will be low; therefore she does not feel it is necessary to pave the parking lot.  The 
applicant would like to keep the natural look of the area as well as reduce the amount of runoff 
from the site. 

Commissioner Mortensen noted that the Township Engineer recommended at least paving the 
parking spaces adjacent to the drive.  Vice-Chairman Rauch agrees, especially since Ms. Yaldo 
stated that there will be buses coming in.  Chairman Dhaenens agrees.   

The call to the public was made at 7:10 pm. 

Mr. Mike Berean of 1273 Euler Road has concerns with the addition of a 30,000 square foot 
building and the capacity being 80 people every weekend, the potential for a decrease in their 
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property values, and the increased drainage, which already drains onto his property.  He does 
not believe this is the appropriate site for this type of use. This will affect all of the residents in 
the area.  He has lived in his home for two years and has heard the music from the camp in his 
home with the windows closed.   

Mr. James Drouillard of 6781 Filice stated that 300 feet of his property borders this property.  He 
questioned what type of people will be at the retreats and where will they be coming from.  If the 
building will accommodate 80 people then he believes there will always be 80 people there.  He 
wants to know how the drainage and the septic system will affect him.  Will there be more 
garbage trucks coming to the site?  Will there be a backup generator? He is concerned about 
the traffic and speed of drivers on Kellogg Road as there are many walkers and bicycle riders 
on this road, and how this use will affect the condition of the road.  He asked why he didn’t know 
about this until the end of August. He is concerned about the condition of the existing fence; it 
has not been maintained.   

Ms. Patricia Kopicko of 6843 Filice Drive has complained numerous times about the noise from 
the camp. She cannot be in the yard most times due to the noise.  She is concerned about a 
30,000 square foot building in their residential neighborhood. 

Ms. Dori Berean of 1273 Euler Road stated trees have fallen on the fence and it has not been 
repaired, they have taken down trees that were protected, she finds alcohol bottles on both 
sides of the road, and the parties and concerts on the property are loud.  This will negatively 
affect the neighbors and the property values.  

Father Andrew Seba agrees with many of the comments made this evening, specifically 
regarding the maintenance.  It costs a lot of money to maintain the property so they need 
income.  The intention of the use of the proposed building is for people to come to escape 
noise; they are coming to a religious Catholic retreat.  He appreciates the neighbors’ concerns.  
He wants to work with them and have a better relationship.   

Father Manuel Boji reiterated what Father Seba stated regarding the events that will be taking 
place at the new facility. 

Mr. Berean asked if the Township knew that the church needed income when it approved their 
plan.  Will they have the money to maintain the new facility or will they need to hold more events 
for their income. 

Commissioner Mortensen noted that when the church was first built, there were many noise 
complaints within the first few years and the Township acted upon those complaints.  He is not 
aware that there have been more complaints.  Ms. VanMarter stated she receives 
approximately one complaint per year regarding the noise.  

Mr. Robert Kopicko of 6843 Filice Drive has taken measurements of the noise and has 
presented them to the Township.  They are in the 95 range from 150 feet away.   Currently the 
lights in the parking lot shine into his home in the winter when the trees have no leaves. 
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The call to the public was closed at 7:59 pm. 

Commissioner McCreary is a supporter of people being allowed to use their property according 
to their rights and that the applicant is trying to bring people together for retreats.  The question 
she asks herself is will this alter the character of the area.  She does not feel that this is the 
appropriate place for this.  It is a rural area surrounded by five-acre parcels. 

Commissioner Dhaenens is familiar with this site as he used to camp there as a child. Because 
of the current use of the property and the noise concerns and parties, the neighbors do not 
believe that this place will change and that it will be more quiet.  He thinks it will be a great place 
for a retreat and the noise issue does need to be addressed. 

Commissioner McBain noted that the current zoning of the property allows for this type of use.   

Mr. Jarbow stated that if this property starts to be used for the retreats as what is being 
proposed this evening, there would no longer be wedding receptions, family reunions, concerts, 
etc.  The income generated from having these events was not used to maintain the property.  
They are a very minor source of income.  It is not intended to be a profit making facility. 

Ms. Yaldo reiterated that they are here this evening proposing a retreat center to have a quiet, 
meditative place to pray in a church and in a peaceful setting, and to remove people from the 
noise of the world.  

Commissioner Mortensen is not in favor of the Township approving the expansion of a use that 
currently has violations of the sound ordinance.  He needs the applicant to absolutely guarantee 
that they will comply with the sound ordinance. 

Moved by Commissioner Mortensen, seconded by Commissioner McCreary, to table the 
request for a Special Land Use, Site Plan, and Environmental Impact Assessment for the 
Prophet Elijah Retreat Center to allow the applicant to come back with information regarding 
how they will address the noise concerns of the neighborhood.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING #2… Review of a site plan and environmental impact assessment for 
re-approval of an expired project for a 4,661 sq. ft. addition for enclosed storage, located at 
1275 Grand Oaks Drive, Brighton. The request is petitioned by Tadbad, LLC. 

         A. Recommendation of Environmental Impact Assessment (7-28-2020) 
         B. Disposition of Site Plan (7-27-2020) 
 
Mr. Tom Dewitt, the owner of the building, and Mike Long from Dewitt’s radiator, who is the 
tenant, were present.  Mr. Dewitt stated he applied for and was granted approval in 2015 for an 
addition to his building.  He would like to begin the construction of the plan that was approved 
by the Township at that time.. 
 

kelly
Highlight



 

 

Kelly, 

Here are all the records I can find on complaints I have received from the Chaldean Catholic Church 
property.  No complaints as of 2020. 

 

EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE 

Good Morning, Sam   7/16/18 

  I just wanted to let you know that last weekend (6/8) and this weekend (6/15) we received noise 
complaints about the camp.  If you could please make sure that the music is turned down a little bit it 
would be greatly appreciated. 

    

Hi Sammy   7/15/19 

 We have been getting repeated complaints about the music level on Sundays.  Could you please make 
sure that they are keeping the noise level in the acceptable range. 

 

 

LOG ENTERIES 

Neighbor (Kopicko) came in with proof of noise violation on video from party on 7/21/2019 wrote ticket 
as requested by neighbor to camp 7/24/2019 ticket due 8/21, 2019. 

Wrote ticket 7/24/19 for noise relating to party. Called Sami 8/6 told to keep volume down. They came 
in and paid ticket 
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May 3, 2021 
 
Planning Commission 
Genoa Township 
2911 Dorr Road 
Brighton, Michigan 48116 

 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
At the Township’s request, we have reviewed the revised submittal from the Chaldean Catholic Church of 
the U.S.A. requesting special land use and site plan review/approval for a new retreat center at the 
existing Our Lady of the Fields Camp. 
 
A. Summary 

 
1. Provided comments from the Township Engineer and Brighton Area Fire Authority are addressed, we 

are of the opinion that the special land use standards of Section 19.03 are generally met. 
2. The Planning Commission may allow the use of rough sawn cedar for the waste receptacle enclosure. 
3. If approval is granted, the applicant must obtain a sign permit from the Township prior to installation. 
 
B. Proposal/Process 

 
The project entails a 28,851 square foot (gross floor area) addition to house a retreat center (1-story) and 
dormitory (2-story) for overnight stay.  The proposed building addition will connect to the existing 
church, which is southwest of Euler Lake.   
 
Though churches are by right uses in the PRF District, the camp component of the property has 
historically been treated as a private campground, which is a special land use (Table 6.02).  
 
Given the size of the project, it constitutes a major expansion of an existing special land use (Section 
19.06).  As such, a new special land use review/approval is necessary (along with site plan 
review/approval). 
 
Procedurally, the Planning Commission is to review the special land use, site plan, and impact 
assessment, and provide a recommendation on each to the Township Board following a public hearing. 
 
The proposal has been presented to the Commission multiple times, and the revised submittal was 
provided to address comments raised during these meetings, including an operations plan and schedule. 

Attention: Kelly Van Marter, AICP 
Planning Director and Assistant Township Manager 

Subject: The Prophet Elijah Retreat Center – Special Land Use and Site Plan Review #4 
Location: 1391 Kellogg Road – southwest corner of the Kellogg Road/McClements Road intersection 
Zoning: PRF Public and Recreational Facilities District 
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Aerial view of site and surroundings (looking north) 

 

C. Special Land Use Review 

 

Section 19.03 of the Zoning Ordinance identifies the review criteria for Special Land Use applications as 
follows: 
 
1. Master Plan.  The Township Master Plan identifies the subject site, as well as the adjacent properties 

to the east and west, as Large Lot Rural Residential. 
 

This category is intended for “single family residential on large lots.”  While the established use is not 
single family residential in nature, the property does possess the features described in this category.   
 
More specifically, the Plan states that “many of the areas have significant natural limitations such 
wetlands or severe soil limitations and are not planned for sanitary sewer.”  
 

The existing and proposed use are more consistent with the Private Recreational category, which is 
compatible with the established PRF zoning.   
 
Given the history of the established use and the planned investment into the property, the Township 
may wish to evaluate the Future Land Use classification during its next Master Plan review period 
(provided favorable action is taken on this request). 
 

2. Compatibility.  The site includes a variety of related buildings and uses.  The surrounding area is 
developed with single-family residences on large lots with significant natural features.   
 
Some trees will be removed to accommodate the project, though they are generally internal to the site.  
The mature vegetation around the perimeter of the property, as well as the submerged areas, will be 
protected and preserved. 
 
In our opinion, the substantial size of the property (164 acres) and the mature vegetation around the 
perimeter help to mitigate potential issues of compatibility with the surrounding area. 

Project Area 
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During the public hearing several neighbors voiced concerns about noise generation and property 
maintenance.   
 
In response, the applicant has included an operations plan, which states that they “will insist on strict 
adherence to reasonable quiet times at night and in the early morning” and “will comply with the 
Genoa Township noise ordinance.” 
 
The applicant has also provided contact information for neighbors and the Township to help mitigate 
any potential issues. 
 
Lastly, the operations plan notes a commitment to property maintenance and clean-up via a full time 
groundskeeper/maintenance man, as well as the use of outside contractors when needed. 
 

3. Public Facilities and Services.  Based on the submittal materials, the site is served by well and septic 
systems.  We defer to the Township Engineer and Brighton Area Fire Authority for any technical 
comments under this criterion. 

 

4. Impacts.  Similar to the comments under criterion #2 above, provided the applicant monitors use and 
property conditions, we do not foresee significant impacts on the surrounding area due to the nature 
of the existing use, the size of the property, and the significant natural features being protected and 
preserved. 
 

5. Mitigation.  The Township may require additional efforts/improvements to mitigate potential adverse 
impacts. 

 

D. Site Plan Review 

 
1. Dimensional Requirements.  The proposed building exceeds the minimum setback requirements for 

the PRF District – 75 feet is required, while the nearest side of the addition is 359 feet from the south 
lot line.   
 

The building is also within the maximum height allowed in the PRF District (27’-2” proposed to 
midpoint; 35’ allowed). 
 

2. Building Materials and Design.  The primary building materials include 2 types of brick and fiber 
cement siding.   
 

As discussed at previous meetings, the proposed building elevations comply with the requirements of 
Section 12.01, and the color renderings indicate the use of earth-toned colors, including brown, beige, 
and tan. 

 
3. Pedestrian Circulation.  Public sidewalks/pathways are not required by Section 12.05 for the subject 

site, nor are they called for in the Master Plan. 
 

The project does include internal pedestrian areas connecting parking areas to building entrances. 
 

4. Vehicular Circulation.  Vehicular access to/from the site is provided by an existing driveway on 
Kellogg Road.   
 

The project includes an asphalt drive that loops around the existing church and proposed building 
addition for a fire lane/emergency access.   
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5. Parking.  The existing site provides 102 parking spaces, while 7 new spaces are proposed.  The plan 

includes 7 barrier-free spaces, which exceeds the minimum requirement. 
 

The 7 proposed parking spaces are intended for drop-off/short term parking.  This area also includes a 
loading zone. 
 
As previously discussed, given the fact that use of the church and retreat buildings will overlap, the 
total amount of parking provided is expected to be sufficient. 
 
Per previous meetings, the applicant proposes to pave the easterly portion of the gravel lot, which will 
result in a majority of the site having paved parking and drive aisles.   
 

6. Landscaping.  The site contains a significant number of mature trees.  Though some will be removed 
to accommodate the project, the vast majority will be preserved. 
   
The landscape plan depicts tree protection fencing within the project area to ensure protection of these 
trees.   
 
Additionally, the revised plan proposes 7 canopy trees and 38 shrubs around the new parking area, as 
well as 8 trees and 78 shrubs around the detention pond. 
 

7. Waste Receptacle.  The proposed waste receptacle has been reviewed for compliance with the 
standards of Section 12.04, as follows: 
  

Requirement Proposed Comments 

Location Rear yard or non-required side 
yard 

Rear yard Requirement met 

Access Clear access w/ out damaging 
buildings/vehicles 

Sufficient maneuvering area for 
refuse removal vehicles 

Requirement met 

Base design 9’ x 15’ concrete pad 13’ x 16’ concrete pad Requirement met 

Enclosure Must have lid 
3-sided enclosure w/ gate 
Masonry or wood (w/ PC) 

6’ height 

Lid provided 
3 sides w/ gate across 4th 
Treated rough sawn cedar 

6’ height 

Requirement met 
Requirement met 
PC may allow 
Requirement met 

 

8. Exterior Lighting.  As was requested at the previous meeting, the revised submittal includes a 
lighting plan.   The plan depicts 2 new light poles on either side of the proposed parking area.  Details 
note the use of downward directed LED fixtures mounted at a height of 20 feet.   
 

The maximum photometric readings on-site (1.9 footcandles) and along property lines (0 footcandles) 
are well withing Ordinance standards. 

 
9. Signs.  The project includes a monument sign internal to the site (south of the proposed parking area).  

Details on Sheet A011 depict a masonry structure (brick and stone) with metal channel-cut lettering.   
 

The proposed sign height (3’-10”) and area (31.8 SF) are well within that allowed by Table 16.01. 
 

If approvals are granted, the applicant must obtain a sign permit from the Township prior to 
installation. 
 

10. Impact Assessment.  The submittal includes a revised Impact Assessment dated March 15, 2021.  
 

In summary, the revised Assessment states that the proposed project is not expected to have an 
adverse impact upon natural features, stormwater, surrounding land, public services/utilities, or traffic 
and pedestrians. 
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Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact our office. 
 
Respectfully, 
SAFEBUILT 
 
 
  
  

Brian V. Borden, AICP 
Michigan Planning Manager 
 



 

 

Tetra Tech 
3497 Coolidge Road, East Lansing, MI 48823 

Tel 517.316.3930   Fax 517.484.8140    www.tetratech.com 

April 7, 2021 
 
Ms. Kelly Van Marter 
Genoa Township 
2911 Dorr Road 
Brighton, MI 48116 
 
Re: The Prophet Elijah Retreat Center  

Site Plan Review No. 4 

 
Dear Ms. Van Marter: 
 
Tetra Tech has conducted a fourth review of the proposed The Prophet Elijah Retreat Center site plan last dated 
March 15, 2021. The plans and impact assessment were submitted by Vincent Jarbow on behalf of The Chaldean 
Catholic Church of the U.S.A. The site plan was prepared by Alpine Engineering, Inc. The site is on a 160-acre 
parcel located southeast of the Kellogg Road and McClements Road intersection.  The petitioner is proposing a 
29,000 square foot building addition attached to the existing church on the southwest quadrant of the property with 
associated parking lot, access drive, storm sewer, and septic system improvements.   
 
After reviewing the site and impact assessment we offer the following: 
 
GENERAL NOTES 

 

1. The Petitioner will need approval from the Livingston County Health Department for the proposed well 
and septic updates. This should be obtained and provided to the Township for their records. 
 

2. Approval of the proposed site was provided by the Brighton Area Fire Authority.  
 
SITE PLAN 

 
1. The Petitioner shows parking calculations on the plans. Currently the plans show seven new spaces, while 

the parking calculations show 74 spaces required for the proposed use. The Petitioner is proposing to share 
parking with the church, which has 102 parking spaces currently. Due to the church and retreat center being 
used mostly by the same group of people we find this co-use of parking to be reasonable.    
 

2. The Genoa Township Zoning Ordinance requires that the parking lot be hard surface with concrete curb 
and gutter. However, an aggregate parking lot may be considered as a Low Impact Development alternative 
to the zoning requirements. Through the discussions with the Planning Commission, the Petitioner has 
agreed to pave the parking spaces that are immediately adjacent to the proposed access drive/fire lane.  This 
reduced paving is acceptable from an engineering point of view.   
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Tetra Tech 

DRAINAGE AND GRADING 

1. The tributary area shown on sheet 6 does not encompass all of the proposed site improvements, but it does 
collect some of the existing drive and church that was not previously captured by on-site storm sewer.  The 
development is proposed on a small portion of the entire site.  The parcel contains ponds and basins that 
collect all the runoff from the developed portion of the property.  Since the tributary area to the new basins 
is essentially the same size as the proposed impervious area addition, we feel the proposed detention meets 
the intent of the stormwater management guidelines and is acceptable as presented.    

 
The comments above should be discussed with the Planning Commission prior to site plan approval.  Please call or 
email if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Gary J. Markstrom, P.E. Shelby Scherdt 
Vice President Project Engineer 



March 25, 2021

Kelly VanMarter
Genoa Township
2911 Dorr Road
Brighton, MI  48116

RE: The Prophet Elijah Retreat Center
1391 Kellogg Road
Genoa Twp., MI

Dear Kelly:

The Brighton Area Fire Department has reviewed the above mentioned site plan. The plans were
received for review on March 17, 2021 and the drawings are dated March 15, 2021. The project
is based on a 159.6 acre camp known as Our Lady of the Fields Camp. The existing portion of
the parcel includes an existing A-3 church. The plan calls for construction of a new single-story
retreat center (B, A-3) and two-story dormitory (R-1). The overall square-footage of the project is
proposed at 28,851 square feet. The plan review is based on the requirements of the
International Fire Code (IFC) 2018 edition.

All conditions provided by BAFA have been addressed in the submittal or through conversations
with the engineer.

Additional comments will be given during the building plan review process (specific to the
building plans and occupancy). The applicant is reminded that the fire authority must review the
fire protection systems submittals (sprinkler & alarm) prior to permit issuance by the Building
Department and that the authority will also review the building plans for life safety requirements
in conjunction with the Building Department. If you have any questions about the comments on
this plan review please contact me at 810-229-6640.
Cordially,

Rick Boisvert, CFPS
Fire Marshal

cc:Amy Ruthig amy@genoa.org

mailto:amy@genoa.org


 

 

March 15, 2021 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
Re:  The Prophet Elijah Retreat Center 
 
a. Name(s) and address(es) of person(s) responsible for preparation of the impact 

assessment and a brief statement of their qualifications.  
 
 Eavan Yaldo (Project Architect) 
 Saroki Architecture 
 430 N. Old Woodward Avenue, Suite 300 
 Birmingham, MI 48009 
 I am a Senior Associate and Project Architect at Saroki Architecture. 
 
b. Map(s) and written description/analysis of the project site including all existing 

structures, manmade facilities, and natural features. The analysis shall also include 
information for areas within 10 feet of the property. An aerial photograph or drawing 
may be used to delineate these areas.  

 
The project site (Our Lady of the Fields Camp) is an existing campground 
comprised of approximately 160 acres of wooded area, clearings, and buildings, 
with approximately 1/3 of the area occupied by Euler Lake in the center of the 
site, splitting it into north and south regions.  The north side of the camp mainly 
contains cabins and a dining hall, along with some outdoor amenities.  The south 
side of the camp contains a couple of residential buildings (including the property 
manager’s residence), the church built in 2011, and some outdoor amenities, 
including a small outdoor chapel.  The site is bordered by roads to the north, 
east, and west, and properties zoned CE (Country Estates District) to the south. 
Please refer to the Civil drawings, sheets 1-7 for additional information. 

 
c. Impact on natural features: A written description of the environmental characteristics 

of the site prior to development and following development, i.e., topography, soils, 
wildlife, woodlands, mature trees (eight-inch caliper or greater), wetlands, drainage, 
lakes, streams, creeks or ponds. Documentation by a qualified wetland specialist 
shall be required wherever the Township determines that there is a potential 
regulated wetland. Reduced copies of the Existing Conditions Map(s) or aerial 
photographs may accompany written material.  

 
Most of the site is covered by natural features: woods, lake, and natural 
variations in topography.  A detention basin has been proposed for storm water.  
There is an existing wetland northwest of the lake and southeast of the lake, 
which is approximately 500 feet away from the proposed building (see Civil sheet 
4).  We do not anticipate any impact to the wetlands.  Should further information 
be required, we will comply. 
Please refer to the Civil drawings, sheets 1-7 for information.  A geotechnical 
report has also been included with this application. 



 

 

 
d. Impact on stormwater management: Description of measures to control soil erosion 

and sedimentation during grading and construction operations and until a permanent 
ground cover is established. Recommendations for such measures may be obtained 
from the Livingston County Drain Commission at (517) 546-0040.  

 
To control soil erosion and sedimentation, the “Grading and Soil Erosion & 
Sedimentation Control Plan” shows silt fence surrounding the anticipated 
disturbance area. Also, inlet filters are shown for the catch basins. Notes 
describing the soil erosion sequence of construction, maintenance requirements, 
and general soil erosion control notes will be provided on the plan set when the 
final engineering plan set is prepared. 
 

e. Impact on surrounding land used: Description of the types of proposed uses and 
other man-made facilities, including any project phasing, and an indication of how the 
proposed use conforms or conflicts with existing and potential development patterns. 
A description shall be provided of any increases of light, noise or air pollution which 
could negatively impact adjacent properties.  

 
The proposed Retreat Center and all existing camp buildings/amenities are well 
screened by mature vegetation and remote from other properties, thus having no 
major impact.  Any illumination from the proposed development would not be 
visible beyond the site (as indicated by the photometric plan). More information 
regarding specific uses can be found in the OLF letter (Our Lady of the Fields) 
from the diocese, and the Operations Plan & Schedule. 

 
f. Impact on public facilities and services: Describe the number of expected residents, 

employees, visitors, or patrons, and the anticipated impact on public schools, police 
protection and fire protection. Letters from the appropriate agencies may be provided, 
as appropriate.  

 
Please refer to the Operations Plan & Schedule.  Many of the public 
facilities/services are not applicable to this use, and likely only police & fire 
protection would be applicable. 

 
g. Impact on public utilities: Describe the method to be used to service the 

development with water and sanitary sewer facilities, the method to be used to 
control drainage on the site and from the site, including runoff control during periods 
of construction. For sites serviced with sanitary sewer, calculations for pre- and post-
development flows shall be provided in comparison with sewer line capacity. 
Expected sewage rates shall be provided in equivalents to a single-family home. 
Where septic systems are proposed, documentation or permits from the Livingston 
County Health Department shall be provided.  

 
The site is proposed to be serviced with well and septic. To accommodate storm 
detention, bioswales and an infiltration basin have been sized to meet 



 

 

requirements of the Livingston County Drain Commissioner’s Office. During 
construction, runoff will be controlled by the temporary soil erosion and 
sedimentation control methods described above under letter “d”. 
Septic systems will be submitted to the Livingston County Health Department for 
review and approval. 

 
h. Storage and handling of any hazardous materials: A description of any hazardous 

substances expected to be used, stored or disposed of on the site. The information 
shall describe the type of materials, location within the site and method of 
containment. Documentation of compliance with federal and state requirements, and 
a Pollution Incident Prevention Plan (PIPP) shall be submitted, as appropriate.  

 
No hazardous materials are expected to be used/stored outside of typical 
household cleaners, detergents, etc. in small amounts in relation to typical use in 
cleaning/disinfecting.  These items would be stored in the laundry and storage 
rooms. 

 
i. Impact on Traffic and Pedestrians: A description of the traffic volumes to be 

generated based on national reference documents, such as the most recent edition 
of the Institute of Transportation Engineers Trip Generation Manual, other published 
studies or actual counts of similar uses in Michigan. A detailed traffic impact study 
shall be submitted for any site over ten (10) acres in size which would be expected to 
generate 100 directional vehicle trips (i.e. 100 inbound or 100 outbound trips) during 
the peak hour of traffic of the generator or on the adjacent streets. The contents of 
the detailed study shall include:  

 
□ Description of existing daily and peak hour traffic on adjacent street(s) and a 

description of any sight distance limitations along the right-of-way frontage of 
the site.  

□ Forecasted trip generation of the proposed use for the a.m. and p.m. peak hour and 
average daily traffic generated.  

□ For any project with a completion date beyond one year at the time of site plan 
approval, the analysis shall also include a scenario analyzing forecasted traffic 
at date of completion along the adjacent street network using a forecast based 
either on historic annual percentage increases and/or on expected development 
in the area.  

□ Projected traffic generated shall be distributed (inbound v. outbound, left turn v. right 
turn) onto the existing street network to project turning movements at site 
driveways and nearby intersections. Rationale for the distribution shall be 
provided.  

□ Capacity analysis at the proposed driveway(s) using the procedures outlined in the 
most recent edition of the Highway Capacity Manual published by the 
Transportation Research Board. Capacity analyses shall be provided for all 
street intersections where the excepted traffic will comprise at least five percent 
(5%) of the existing intersection capacity.  



 

 

□ Accident data for the previous three (3) years for roadway sections and intersections 
experiencing congestion or a relatively high accident rate, as determined by the 
township or staff from the Livingston County Road Commission or Michigan 
Department of Transportation.  

□ Analysis of any mitigation measures warranted by the anticipated traffic impacts. 
Where appropriate, documentation shall be provided from the appropriate road 
agency regarding time schedule for improvements and method of funding.  

□ A map illustrating the location and design of proposed access, including any sight 
distance limitations, dimensions from adjacent driveways and intersections 
within 250 feet of the edge of the property frontage, and other data to 
demonstrate that the driveway(s) will provide safe and efficient traffic operation 
and be in accordance with Article 15.  

 
 This item is not applicable, as there will not be measurable impact on traffic and 

pedestrians.  The Retreat Center is not expected to generate anywhere near the 
number of trips listed above or to impact existing traffic volume.  For many 
retreats, people typically carpool, or busses bring people to the center, thus 
reducing the number of vehicles inbound and outbound.  Please refer to the 
Operations Plan & Schedule for additional information.   

 
j. Special Provisions: General description of any deed restrictions, protective covenants, 

master deed or association bylaws.  
 
 No special provisions are known to exist at this time. 

 
k. A list of all sources shall be provided.  
 
 The following resources were used in documenting this Impact Assessment: 

• Architectural drawings, prepared by Saroki Architecture 
• Civil Engineering drawings, prepared by Alpine Engineering 
• Geotechnical Investigation, prepared by G2 Consulting Group 
• OLF letter (Our Lady of the Fields), prepared by the Chaldean Catholic 

Diocese of St. Thomas the Apostle USA 
• OLF (Our Lady of the Fields) Operations Plan & Schedule, prepared by 

the Chaldean Catholic Diocese of St. Thomas the Apostle USA 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Lady of the Fields Camp & Retreat Center 

Operations Plan & Schedule: 
 

1. Identify the Audience for this Property 

The governing committee of Our Lady of the Fields Camp & Retreat Center has determined that 
its overarching mission is to provide a beautiful location for people to grow closer to the Lord 
through faith building, communal worship, fellowship, and spiritual development. The new 
retreat center will serve as a wonderful amenity to the church and camp grounds.  

We will welcome people of all ages to Our Lady of the Fields. A large percentage of the camp  
programming is aimed at youth, specifically teenagers, however our new retreat center activities 
do not stop there. We create retreats for adults, men only and women only retreats, families with 
young children, and even senior citizens. When we say that we want to help people grow closer 
to the Lord, we do mean everyone. 

When it comes to spiritual retreats at OLF, there are two main types of encounters. The first 
type is a spiritual experience. This will include time spent in church, in prayer, and in religious 
discussions and instruction. Many of the activities at the new retreat center will be inherently 
silent in nature. 

The second type of spiritual encounter is more subtle. These retreats are primarily aimed at 
youth. We will seek to engage our teens through various kinds of recreational activities, such as 
our high and low ropes course, water activities on our lake, hiking, nature instruction, and 
vigorous field sports, such as soccer, ultimate Frisbee, and even obstacle courses. The deeper 
message underpinning all of these recreational activities will be some very basic, yet powerful 
spiritual lessons dealing with themes like loving your neighbor, finding practical examples of the 
Gospel in action, and praising God by the way we engage with the world around us. 

At times, Our Lady of the Fields may decide to open our grounds and facilities to non-
denomination and corporate groups, if the mission of the individual group aligns with a positive 
and life-affirming message. While we anticipate a vast majority of our groups will be spiritual in 
nature, we do reserve the right to rent the camp to good people with good hearts. 

2. Typical Schedule of Activities 

Because the new retreat center will be a year-round facility with heat and indoor restrooms, our 
ultimate goal is to work toward full capacity, 12 months of the year.  

Generally speaking, we expect that groups could both arrive and depart at various times 
throughout the day, depending on what their needs are or where they are coming from. 

Typically, camp activities will start in the morning with either a prayer service in our chapel or 
with breakfast. The vast majority of group activities will continue during daylight hours and will 
conclude in the evening with a campfire or another prayer service. 



Regardless of the type of group we will be hosting, we will insist on strict adherence to 
reasonable quiet times at night and in the early morning, and we will comply with the Genoa 
Township noise ordinance.  

3. Number of Employees  

The number of employees needed to operate the camp and the retreat center will depend on 
the type of activity that is scheduled. But, for planning purposes, here is a basic model.  

Full time positions 

1. Administrator/Executive Director: Michael Hickey 

2. Office manager/Bookkeeper/Purchasing Director: 

3. Marketing Director/Guest Experience Coordinator: 

4. Retreat Director/Spiritual Team Leader: Ted Divine  

5. Development Director/Community Outreach: 

6. Maintenance Director/Head of Grounds/Physical Plant: 

7. Dining Services Director: 

Support Staff positions, part-time 

Administrative Assistant to the director/Special Projects: James Berigan (flexible hours, off-site) 

Maintenance / Grounds-keeping staff members- 4 

Housekeeping staff members- 4 

Retreat Team staff members (Also trained in high and low ropes course management)- 8 

Health Services staff members- 3 

Aquatic Specialists- 4 

Winter Sports Specialists- 4 

Event Planning Coordinator- 1 

Event Planning assistants- 4 

We have researched several other Catholic retreat centers in our area and found that 
depending on the number and size of the retreats, along with the scheduled activities, we 
anticipate having anywhere between 4 to 20 full or part time employees on the site at any given 
time.   

 



4. Number of people/attendants expected for each type of activity 
 
The Prophet Elijah Retreat Center would house a maximum of 80 overnight guests at one time. 
(40 rooms, two people per room.) 
 
As you will see in our research attached to the end of this report, 80 guests is well within the 
range of other Catholic retreat centers in Michigan. 
 
With 164 acres at the camp, we have plenty of space to comfortably accommodate this number 
of guests.  
 
As far as predicting the number of people who will attend each kind of event we hold, it just 
depends on the size of the group that contacts us and the nature of their retreat.  The maximum 
number would be 80 people, but the minimum could be as low as 10 if the group did not require 
much in the way of staff. 
 
The retreat center is not a hotel. Our mission is to host groups of people, not individual guests. 

5. Deliveries: food, trash, etc. (types and schedule as it relates to typical use and specific 
activities) 

The number of trucks arriving at camp will depend on how many people are using the camp at 
any one time.  

Looking at a maximum use scenario, we would estimate food deliveries of once per week and 
garbage pick up of twice per week. 

There would be daily mail and package delivery from USPS and various carriers, such as UPS, 
FedEx, and DHL. 

We could also anticipate occasional service trucks or contractor vehicles, depending on service 
or maintenance needs. 

In addition, there would occasionally be meetings at our facility of local business and civic 
leaders, but that would be incidental. 

6. Traffic: more details and counts for each type of activity (anticipated number of 
vehicles and types). 

As with everything else in this document, traffic flow will vary depending on the number of 
guests we have.  

In the two years (2019-2020) that OLF has been hosting retreats on our grounds, we’ve seen 
some groups arrive by motor coach or school bus, while others have carpooled or have driven 
individually. For instance, we could have a group of 80 teens, but they arrive in only 2 or 3 
buses. On the other hand, we could have a group of 25 adults, all of whom arrive individually, so 
the traffic would be greater.  

While OLF does not mandate how groups must travel to camp, we will encourage our guests to 
carpool and arrive in as few vehicles as possible. 



7. Consistent property maintenance and activity clean-up procedures to be documented 

OLF currently employs a full-time groundskeeper/maintenance man. He does everything from 
weekly lawn mowing in the summer, spring, and fall to snow plowing and removal in the winter. 
Many of the maintenance issues are resolved by our onsite staff, and contractors are hired to 
help with the repairs that are beyond their knowledge or ability. 

As the number of retreats and guests continue to grow and the camp expands, we may add 
more staff to the maintenance team. 

We realize that a clean facility and well-kept grounds are essential to our reputation. We will 
invest all that is required to keep OLF looking its best and being the safest it can possibly be. 
 
8. Catholic Retreat Centers in the Surrounding Area 
 
In order to better understand the size of other Catholic retreat centers in our 
surrounding area, we conducted research into what is currently available.  From this 
research, it is clear that the size and scope of the Our Lady of the Fields project is right 
in line with other such organizations.  
 
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House 
(248) 644-4933 
1390 Quarton Rd, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 
 

Year round? yes/no YES 

No. of acres 39 

No. of rooms 70- 22 right now due to social distancing 

No. of guests (max)  70 single rooms- 22 right now due to social distancing 

Clientele  Adult. “Though we are a Roman Catholic organization, at least 50 groups of 
other denominations have recently found Manresa a convenient and 
sympathetic place to gather.” 

Amenities “The main chapel, two small prayer chapels, a comfortable library, dining 
room, offices, and two large meeting rooms. Three separate cottages as 
well as rooms adjoining St. Joseph’s Jesuit residence provide quarters for 
longer-term retreatants. The former waterwheel house has been converted 
into a prayer chapel. The gatehouse, barns, garage and workshop from the 
original estate survive and are still in use.” 

 



  



Capuchin Retreat Center 
(248) 651-4826 
62460 Mt. Vernon Rd, Washington, MI 48094 
 

Year round? yes/no YES 

No. of acres 95 

No. of rooms 47 rooms, mix of single and double 

No. of guests (max)  56 max (not open now due to COVID, unsure of when they will re-open) 

Clientele  Adults. “Parish days of reflection, board retreats, departmental or 
corporate all-people meetings.” 

Amenities “A beautiful retreat house to service the regional Catholic community, other 
religious organizations, public in need of spiritual guidance, Capuchin friars 
and friends, and those needing a retreat from the hectic day-to-day life to 
renew their sense of spirit and relationship with God! "A beautiful place to 
pray."” 
 
“You are welcome to experience the 95 acres of paths, woods, shrines and 
the reflective pond any weekday during business hours.” 

 

  



St. Paul of the Cross Passionist Retreat and Conference Center 
(313) 535-9563 
23333 Schoolcraft, Detroit, MI 48223 
 

Year round? yes/no YES 

No. of acres 20 

No. of rooms 85 guest rooms (double beds in each room, so for a married retreat, they 
could do 170 people max) 

No. of guests (max)  85 people- 35 now, due to COVID 

Clientele  Both youth and adult, but the calendar seems more geared for adults. 

Amenities “Enjoy the beautiful grounds – the stations, the courtyard and fountain 
area, gazebo, labyrinth, library – for study, meditation, contemplation or 
adoration, enhancing your experience and spiritual growth.  Also, our gift 
shop contains many religious articles and books for your enjoyment.” 
 
“It is a welcoming, sacred place where you can truly experience the 
hospitality and compassion of St. Paul’s staff. You will find several meeting 
spaces, a beautiful chapel, 85 private guest bedrooms with individual 
bathroom and an exceptional dining service. The Center is surrounded by a 
secured 20 acres of outdoor statues, pathways, and gardens.” 

 
  

https://www.google.com/search?tbs=lf:1,lf_ui:2&tbm=lcl&sxsrf=ALeKk02QBOMRP2WmsBYk2961cC5xiMvc6g:1606493380956&q=Catholic+Retreat+Centers+in+archdiocese+of+Detroit&rflfq=1&num=10&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi-5biajqPtAhUIwlkKHSfNDOQQjGp6BAgBEFE&biw=1366&bih=657


Colombiere Retreat & Conference Center 
(248) 625-5611 
9075 Big Lake Rd, Village of Clarkston, MI 48346 
 

Year round? yes/no YES 

No. of acres 420 

No. of rooms 75 guest bedrooms 

No. of guests (max)  240+ 

Clientele  Youth and adult. “We offer overnight accommodations, meeting facilities, 
and food services for a variety of corporate, social, school and religious 
groups.” 

Amenities Swimming pool, game rooms, sports fields, basketball courts, auditorium, 
15 meeting rooms, dining facilities, etc. Gardens and pathways are open 
invitations for quiet walks. 

 
 

  



St. Francis Retreat Center 
(517) 669-8321 
703 E Main St, Dewitt, MI 48820 
 
 

Year round? yes/no YES 

No. of acres 95 

No. of rooms 101 

No. of guests (max)  150 + 

Clientele  Youth and adults. (However, mostly adult programs on their calendar.) “We 
offer the perfect setting for your parish mission, team building, staff 
meeting, youth/Kairos retreat, team camp, personal get-away, or your 
unique event designed for a specific purpose.”  

Amenities “The Retreat House features 49 single occupancy guest rooms, two large 
conference rooms, two small conference rooms, a dining space, and a 
private Chapel. Wi-Fi is available throughout the building.” 
 
“Bethany House, on the grounds of St Francis Retreat Center, is the spiritual 
life center for the youth of the Diocese of Lansing. Bethany House features 
52 double-occupancy rooms, each with its own private bathroom. It also 
contains a large conference room with multi-media capabilities, a gathering 
area with a large fireplace and comfortable setting, dining space, and a 
private Chapel. Wi-Fi is available in most areas of the building.” 

 
  



Damascus Catholic Mission Campus 
(740) 480-1288 
7550 Ramey Rd, Centerburg, OH 43011 
 
Note: This camp is in Ohio, but it serves as a model of what we’d like to achieve one day. 
 

Year round? yes/no YES 

No. of acres 471 acres 

No. of rooms Bunk Cabins (sleep up to 160) 
Retreat Centers (sleep up to 80) 
Auditorium (sits up to 350) 
Dining Hall Meeting (sits up to 350) 
Gathering Space Meeting (sits up to 100) 
Barn Meeting (sits up to 100) 
Retreat Centers Meeting (sits up to 50) 
Breakout Rooms 

No. of guests (max)  It looks like at least 240 people at a time. 

Clientele  Both youth and adult, although it seems more geared toward youth 

Amenities Meal service 
A/V service 
Paintball 
High Ropes 
Climbing Wall 
Vertical Playpen 
Giant Swing 
Archery Tag 
Low Ropes 
Canoes/Kayaks 
Swimming Lifeguard 

 
  



SpringHill Camps 
(231) 734-2616 
7717 95th Ave, Evart, MI 49631 
 
Note: This is a Christian Camp, not specifically Catholic, but it is also a model for our intended growth. 
 

Year round? yes/no YES 

No. of acres Couldn’t find. Website only says “hundreds of acres.” 

No. of rooms Uncertain from website 

No. of guests (max)  On the “request a quote” page, they indicate they can take more than 500 
guests at one time, but I’m uncertain how that is spread out among various 
types of buildings. 

Clientele  Both youth and adult, although it seems more geared toward youth 

Amenities Facility features: 
 
1000+ seat auditorium  
Small/medium meeting spaces 
Housing with bathrooms inside 
Gym 
Indoor pool 
Dining hall  
 
Activity features: 
 
Zip lines 
Climbing walls 
Ropes courses 
Paintball 
Horseback riding 
Snow tubing hill  
 

 
No photo available 
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Eavan Yaldo

From: Michael Hickey <mhickey@olf.camp>
Sent: Thursday, November 5, 2020 11:19 PM
To: Eavan Yaldo
Subject: fw: Re: letter for Our Lady of the Fields Camp and Retreat Center.

address you requested  
  
  
  

From: "Jeff DiMeglio" <jdimeglio@ashleycapital.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 5, 2020 4:05 PM 
To: "mhickey@olf.camp" <mhickey@olf.camp> 
Subject: Re: letter for Our Lady of the Fields Camp and Retreat Center.  
  
1750 Argentine Howell 48843 
   
Sent from my iPhone 
   

On Nov 5, 2020, at 3:06 PM, Michael Hickey <mhickey@olf.camp> wrote: 
  
?  
Jeff  
  
  
Can I get your address so I can include it in the letter ? 
  
mike  
  
  
  

 
From: "Jeff DiMeglio" <jdimeglio@ashleycapital.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 5, 2020 9:43 AM 
To: "mhickey@olf.camp" <mhickey@olf.camp> 
Subject: Re: letter for Our Lady of the Fields Camp and Retreat Center.  
  
Thank you. Hope it helps. 
   
Sent from my iPhone 
   

On Nov 5, 2020, at 9:40 AM, Michael Hickey <mhickey@olf.camp> wrote: 
  
?  
awesome Jeff  
  
Great Job ! 
  
  
  

 
From: "Jeff DiMeglio" <jdimeglio@ashleycapital.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 4, 2020 9:13 PM 
To: "mhickey@olf.camp" <mhickey@olf.camp> 
Subject: Re: letter for Our Lady of the Fields Camp and Retreat Center.  
  
Hello,  

eyaldo
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eyaldo
Highlight

eyaldo
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I am writing this on behalf of Our Lady of the Fields Camp and Retreat Center. 
I live in the neighborhood just down the road from the camp.  I had the pleasure of meeting Sami ( 
care taker ) about 10 years ago.  He was repairing a fence and I stopped to offer a helping hand. I 
am glad that I stopped that day.  We have been great friends since that day. Sami is one of the 
most generous people I have ever met.  Always asking if he can help me with anything or just 
calling to see if my family Is safe and doing well. Everyone that I have met at the camp has been 
very gracious and kind to me and my family.  
It is my understanding that the camp would like to build a retreat center. I could not think of a better 
location.  The camp is a small oasis in Howell. 
I love being at the property whenever I can just to have the feeling of being up north.  Please feel 
free to call me if you have any questions. (Cell 734-369-1465) 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jeff 
   
Sent from my iPhone 
   

On Oct 30, 2020, at 3:02 AM, Michael Hickey <mhickey@olf.camp> wrote: 
  
?  
Hi Jay 
It is possible to get this letter to me by Monday we need to pass it on to the 
planning commission next week? 
Thanks again for doing this for us! 
Mike Hickey  
  
  
  

 
From: "Michael Hickey" <mhickey@olf.camp> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 12:43 AM 
To: jdimeglio@ashleycapital.com 
Subject: letter for Our Lady of the Fields Camp and Retreat Center.  
  
  
Hi Jay  
  
Great talking to you on Sunday and thanks for offering to write a letter for Our 
Lady of the Fields Camp and Retreat Center. 
  
Please address the letter to :   
  
Kelly VanMarter, AICP 
Assistant Township Manager/Community Development Director 
Genoa Charter Township 
2911 Dorr Road, Brighton, Michigan 48116 
  
Try and emphasize in the letter that a retreat center would be a positive project 
for the community and of course add anything positive you can say about us.  
  
If possible can you put the letter on some type of Stationary and include 
signature.  
  
When done email it to me and I will pass it on to them.  
  
Thanks so much  
  
Mike  
  

eyaldo
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MARIAN 
Strong Women of Mind and Heart 

October 22, 2020 

Kelly VanMarter, AICP 

Assistant Township Manager/Community Development Director 

Genoa Charter Towns hip 

2911 Dorr Road, Brighton, Michigan 48116 

Dear Kelly, 

In my role as Campus Minister at Marian High School, I worked with Mr. Mike Hickey at Our 

Lady of the Fields Camp to plan and conduct a 2-day retreat for the senior class at Marian. The  

young ladies that attended the retreat loved it, and were so thankful to be able to have their 

annual retreat in the midst of the COVID crisis, with all safety protocols adhered to.

Having planned and directed Marian's senior retreat for the past four years, I cannot overstate 

how wonderful it is to have access to Our lady of the Fields. The activities offered, including 

canoeing and the ropes course, are perfect for teens. The facilities are clean, inside and out, 

and the food is really good for a camp. I have spoken with 3 other Catholic school campus 

ministers who are now looking to hold retreats at Our Lady of the Fields, and I suspect that the 

site will continue to gain popularity among school groups as word spreads of its location and 

reputation. 

It is my understanding that there are aspirations for expansion, in the form of a new retreat 

center, which will substantially enhance the camp and be a very positive project for Genoa 

Township. Enhanced meeting rooms and accommodations will greatly upgrade Our Lady of the 

Fields from an outdoor camp to a true retreat center with upgraded technology and breakout 

rooms, as well as allowing retreats to take place in the event of inclement weather. As a 

resident of Livingston County (Brighton Twp), I strongly support the proposed expansion and 

hope that you are able to aid in its completion. 

In closing I must give a shout out to the camp director, Mr. Hickey, who was a pleasure to work 

with. He was very professional and catered to all of our retreat needs. 

Respectfully, 

fJa,;, .'10fd4-P'le4att

Jay Louis-Prescott, Campus Minister 

7225 Lahser Road, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48301 • main: (248) 644-1750 • advancement: (248) 644-1946 • www.marian-hs.org Marian 

High School, an IHM sponsored school, is fully accredited by the North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement. 





November 3, 2020 

Kelly VanMarter, AICP 
Assistant TWP Manager/Community Dev. Director 
Genoa Charter Township 
2911 Dorr RD Brighton, MI 48116 

Dear Kelly VanMarter, 

As a resident here in Brighton Mi located in close proximity to Our Lady Of The Fields 
Camp And Retreat Center, I would like to share some personal positive experiences that I 
have had with the Camp and the team there. Actually, all of my encounters have been on a 
positive note. 

I have had the pleasure of not only inspecting the grounds as my profession in fire 
protection in past years, but now as a neighbor that is welcomed to enter the grounds and 
even enjoy some leisure activity fishing on the lake there. We have lived here since 2017 
and have never had a complaint due to noise or traffic. Any events held there have been 
well organized and respectful of the surrounding community.  

My wife and I are supportive to the growth and positive Faith Filled Camp for the youth to 
build their confidence and help them grow closer to the Lord. My wife and I are also 
attending Bible College and we are delighted and hope we can even be a blessing to the 
vision  for our future generation’s health and spiritual wholeness.  

Sincerely yours, 

Dennis Walle and Cinnamon Walle

DENNIS WALLE 
                                            1655 Kellogg Rd Brighton,MI 48114

1655 KELLOGG RD BRIGHTON MI 248-636-8023



 
 
 
 
 
 
October 22, 2020 
 
 
Kelly VanMarter, AICP 
Assistant Township Manager/Community Development Director 
Genoa Charter Township 
2911 Dorr Road, Brighton, Michigan 48116 
 
Dear Kelly, 
 
     I am familiar with the chapel, outdoor recreation facilities, dorms, kitchens and guest houses 
on the grounds of Our Lady of the Fields Catholic Camp and Retreat Center.  This is a gem in our 
area and I am extremely happy to utilize these facilities for our families in Brighton, Howell and 
Hartland.   
     I appreciate having this camp so close to our Church especially for youth and adults to enjoy.  
I am aware of plans for an expansion of this camp by the addition of a retreat center.   The idea 
of adding a retreat center so close to our families would be an excellent project for our 
community.    
     As director of our family faith formation program that serves over 330 children in the 
Brighton, Howell and Hartland area, I am delighted to have new opportunities to serve our 
families by the camp and retreat center.   I especially look forward to all of the plans of 
expansion that will help our families enjoy the retreat center for recreation, retreats and youth 
ministry.  
    Given the current pandemic crisis, I am also aware that many residents would like to see 
more local facilities to keep their families safe and recreating close to home.  For these reasons, 
I look forward to the continued expansion plans of Our Lady of the Fields Catholic Camp and 
Retreat Center.   
     Thank you for your continued efforts to make Genoa Township a positive place for families in 
this growing community. 
 
Truly, 

Kim Kaye-Small 
 
Director of Faith Formation 
 
 

St. John Catholic Church 
2099 N. Hacker Rd.  •  Howell, MI  48855 

 

 Phone:  (517) 546-7200 
 Fax:  (517) 546-0403 

 

 



 
 

Msgr. Herman P. Fedewa Assembly 2050 
P.O. Box 465 

Howell, Michigan 48844-0465 
 
 
 
 

October 18, 2020 
 
Sam Herfy 
Michael Hickey 
Our Lady of the Fields Camp 
1391 Kellogg Road 
Brighton, MI  48114 
 
 
Dear Gentleman: 
 
The Knights of Columbus Assembly 2050, Livingston County, greatly enjoyed the past 
2018 and 2019 Summer picnics on the grounds of Our Lady of the Fields Shrine and 
Camp.  Unfortunately, we cancelled this year’s picnic due to COVID.   
 
We found the Shrine’s Church beautiful. We thank Mr. Herfy for providing our group a 
visit to the Church, his presentation on its history, as well as guided tour of the Shrine’s 
outdoor religious stations.   
 
We greatly enjoyed our picnics at Our Lady of the Fields Camp.  The picnic site offered 
ample tables; shelter from sun and rain; serene, uncrowded, open and shaded space; 
nearby parking; nearby indoor restrooms; onsite electric power; as well as close access 
to Camp’s lake.  Again, we thank Mr. Herfy for his personal service by helping us set up 
the picnic site and even providing us with a boat tour of the Camp from the lake. 
 
Our Lady of the Fields Shrine and Camp is a gem where a group of Faith can gather for 
fellowship and fun. 
 
Yours in Christ 
 
 
 
 
Rodger H. Epp, PFN 
Faithful Comptroller 
 
cc: Michael Babiuk, Faithful Navigator  
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Landscape Summary Plant List

The Prophet Elijah
Retreat Center
Genoa Township, Michigan
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4.

All plants shall be north Midwest American region grown, No. 1 grade plant materials,
and shall be true to name, free from physical damage and wind burn.
Plants shall be full, well-branched, and in healthy vigorous growing
condition.
Plants shall be watered before and after planting is complete.
All trees must be staked, fertilized and mulched and shall be guaranteed
to exhibit a normal growth cycle for at least two (2) full years following
Township approval.
All material shall conform to the guidelines established in the most recent
edition of the  American Standard for Nursery Stock.
Provide clean backfill soil, using material stockpiled on site.  Soil shall be
screened and free of any debris, foreign material, and stone.
"Agriform" tabs or similar slow-release  fertilizer shall be added to the
planting pits before being backfilled.
Amended planting mix shall consist of 1/3 screened topsoil, 1/3 sand and
1/3 compost, mixed well and spread to the depth as indicated in planting details.
All plantings shall be mulched per planting details located on this sheet.
The Landscape Contractor shall be responsible for all work shown on the
landscape drawings and specifications.
No substitutions or changes of location, or plant types shall be made
without the approval of the Landscape Architect.
The Landscape Architect shall be notified in writing of any discrepancies between
the plans and field conditions prior to installation.
The Landscape Contractor shall be responsible for maintaining all plant
material in a vertical condition throughout the guaranteed period.
The Landscape Architect shall have the right, at any stage of the installation,
to reject any work or material that does not meet the requirements of the
plans and specifications, if requested by owner.
Contractor shall be responsible for checking plant quantities to ensure
quantities on drawings and plant list are the same.  In the event of a
discrepancy, the quantities on the plans shall prevail.
The Landscape Contractor shall seed and mulch or sod (as indicated on plans)
all areas disturbed during construction, throughout the contract limits.
A pre-emergent weed control agent, "Preen" or equal, shall be applied
uniformly on top of all mulching in all planting beds.

15.

16.

17.

10.

12.

13.

14.

11.

5.

9.

8.

7.

6.

LANDSCAPE NOTES
1.

2.

3.

EVERGREEN TREE PLANTING DETAIL

4"

DECIDUOUS TREE PLANTING DETAIL

4"

NOTE:
GUY EVERGREEN TREES ABOVE
12' HEIGHT. STAKE EVERGREEN
TREE BELOW 12' HEIGHT.

MULCH 4" DEPTH WITH
SHREDDED HARDWOOD BARK.
NATURAL IN COLOR. LEAVE 3"
CIRCLE OF BARE SOIL AT BASE
OF TREE TRUNK.

REMOVE ALL
NON-BIODEGRADABLE MATERIALS
COMPLETELY FROM THE
ROOTBALL. CUT DOWN WIRE
BASKET AND FOLD DOWN BURLAP
FROM TOP 1/2 OF THE ROOTBALL.

MOUND EARTH TO FORM SAUCER

PLANTING MIXTURE:
AMEND SOILS PER SITE
CONDITIONS AND
REQUIREMENTS OF THE
PLANT MATERIAL.
REMOVE DIRT FROM
ROOT FLARE.

SCARIFY SUBGRADE
AND PLANTING PIT
SIDES. RECOMPACT
BASE OF  TO 4"
DEPTH.

TREE PIT = 3 x 
ROOTBALL WIDTH

NOTE:
TREE SHALL BEAR SAME
RELATION TO FINISH GRADE AS
IT BORE ORIGINALLY OR
SLIGHTLY HIGHER THAN FINISH
GRADE UP TO 6" ABOVE GRADE,
IF DIRECTED BY LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT FOR HEAVY CLAY
SOIL AREAS.

DO NOT PRUNE TERMINAL
LEADER. PRUNE ONLY DEAD OR
BROKEN BRANCHES.

REMOVE ALL TAGS, STRING,
PLASTICS AND OTHER
MATERIALS THAT ARE
UNSIGHTLY OR COULD CAUSE
GIRDLING.

STAKE TREES AT FIRST BRANCH
USING 2"-3" WIDE BELT-LIKE
NYLON OR PLASTIC STRAPS.
ALLOW FOR SOME MINIMAL
FLEXING OF THE TREE.
REMOVE AFTER ONE YEAR.

NOTE:
GUY DECIDUOUS TREES ABOVE
3"CAL.. STAKE DECIDUOUS
TREES BELOW 3" CAL.

MULCH 4" DEPTH WITH
SHREDDED HARDWOOD BARK.
NATURAL IN COLOR. LEAVE 3"
CIRCLE OF BARE SOIL AT BASE
OF TREE TRUNK.

REMOVE ALL
NON-BIODEGRADABLE MATERIALS
COMPLETELY FROM THE
ROOTBALL.  CUT DOWN WIRE
BASKET AND FOLD DOWN BURLAP
FROM TOP 1/2 OF THE ROOTBALL.

MOUND EARTH TO FORM SAUCER

SCARIFY SUBGRADE
AND PLANTING PIT
SIDES. RECOMPACT
BASE OF  TO 4"
DEPTH.

PLANTING MIXTURE:
AMEND SOILS PER SITE
CONDITIONS AND
REQUIREMENTS OF
THE PLANT MATERIAL.
REMOVE DIRT FROM
ROOT FLARE.

NOTE:
TREE SHALL BEAR SAME
RELATION TO FINISH GRADE AS
IT BORE ORIGINALLY OR
SLIGHTLY HIGHER THAN FINISH
GRADE UP TO 6" ABOVE GRADE,
IF DIRECTED BY LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT FOR HEAVY CLAY
SOIL AREAS.

DO NOT PRUNE TERMINAL
LEADER. PRUNE ONLY DEAD OR
BROKEN BRANCHES.

REMOVE ALL TAGS, STRING,
PLASTICS AND OTHER
MATERIALS THAT ARE
UNSIGHTLY OR COULD CAUSE
GIRDLING.

TREE PIT = 3 x 
ROOTBALL WIDTH

2" X 2" HARDWOOD STAKES,
MIN. 36" ABOVE GROUND FOR
UPRIGHT, 18" IF ANGLED.  DRIVE
STAKES A MIN. 18" INTO
UNDISTURBED GROUND
OUTSIDE ROOTBALL.  REMOVE
AFTER ONE YEAR.

STAKE TREES AT FIRST BRANCH
USING 2"-3" WIDE BELT-LIKE
NYLON OR PLASTIC STRAPS.
ALLOW FOR SOME MINIMAL
FLEXING OF THE TREE.
REMOVE AFTER ONE YEAR.

2" X 2" HARDWOOD STAKES,
MIN. 36" ABOVE GROUND FOR
UPRIGHT, 18" IF ANGLED.  DRIVE
STAKES A MIN. 18" INTO
UNDISTURBED GROUND
OUTSIDE ROOTBALL.  REMOVE
AFTER ONE YEAR.

SHRUB PLANTING DETAIL

4"

6"

PERENNIAL PLANTING DETAIL
Not to scale

NOT TO SCALE

MULCH 3" DEPTH WITH
SHREDDED HARDWOOD BARK.
NATURAL IN COLOR.

MOUND EARTH TO FORM SAUCER

REMOVE ALL
NON-BIODEGRADABLE MATERIALS
COMPLETELY FROM THE
ROOTBALL. FOLD DOWN BURLAP
FROM TOP 13 OF THE ROOTBALL.

SCARIFY SUBGRADE
AND PLANTING PIT
SIDES. RECOMPACT
BASE OF  TO 4"
DEPTH.

NOTE:
TREE SHALL BEAR SAME
RELATION TO FINISH GRADE AS
IT BORE ORIGINALLY OR
SLIGHTLY HIGHER THAN FINISH
GRADE UP TO 4" ABOVE GRADE,
IF DIRECTED BY LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT FOR HEAVY CLAY
SOIL AREAS.

PRUNE ONLY DEAD OR BROKEN
BRANCHES.

REMOVE ALL TAGS, STRING,
PLASTICS AND OTHER
MATERIALS THAT ARE
UNSIGHTLY OR COULD CAUSE
GIRDLING.

PLANTING MIXTURE:
AMEND SOILS PER
SITE CONDITIONS
AND REQUIREMENTS
OF THE PLANT
MATERIAL.

REMOVE COLLAR OF ALL FIBER
POTS. POTS SHALL BE CUT TO
PROVIDE FOR ROOT GROWTH.
REMOVE ALL NONORGANIC
CONTAINERS COMPLETELY.

PLANTING MIXTURE, AS SPECIFIED

2" SHREDDED BARK

METAL EDGING

FINISHED GRADE

TREE STAKING DETAIL
Not to scale

STAKING/GUYING LOCATION

STAKING DETAIL
GUYING DETAIL

NOTE:
ORIENT STAKING/GUYING TO PREVAILING
WINDS, EXCEPT ON SLOPES GREATER
THAN 3:1 ORIENT TO SLOPE.

USE SAME STAKING/GUYING
ORIENTATION FOR ALL PLANTS WITHIN
EACH GROUPING OR AREA

STAKES AS SPECIFIED 3 PER
TREE

2"-3" WIDE BELT-LIKE NYLON OR
PLASTIC STRAPS.

2"-3" WIDE BELT-LIKE NYLON OR
PLASTIC STRAPS.

The Prophet Elijah
Retreat Center
Genoa Township, Michigan

  7.  Regulated Woodland or Regulated Trees Adjacent to the Property are Also Required

         Where Swales are Approved Through a Protected Area, the Swales Need to be HAND
     e.  Any Required Swale Needs to be Directed Around the Protected Areas.  Instances

     d.  No Removal of Vegetation from the Ground Up Without Permission from the Proper Reviewing

     b.  No Building Materials or Construction Equipment Within Protected Areas.

6.  No Person Shall Conduct any Activity Within Areas Proposed to Remain.  This Shall Include, but not Limited to:
5.  Under no Circumstances Shall the Portective Fencing be Removed Without Proper Approval from the City.
4.  Fencing Shall be Erected Prior to Construction.  The City Shall be Notified Once the Fencing is Instaled for Inspection.

3.  Fencing Shall not be Installed Closer to the Tree than the Dripline of Those Trees to be Saved.  

1.  Either Plastic or Wood Orange Snow Fencing Shall be Installed at or Beyond the Dripline, Unless 

Special Circumstances Shall be Reviewed by the City.

More Substantial Fencing is Required.

      to be Protected Whether or not they are Shown on the Plan.

         DUG.  Machinery of Any Kind is Prohibited.

         Authority, Including the Woodlands Review Board.

     c.  No Grade Changes, Including Fill, Within Protected Areas.

     a.  No Solvents or Chemicals Within Protected Areas.

2.  Stakes Shall be Metal "T" Poles Spaced no Further than 5' on Center.

UNDERSTORY PLANTS

ORGANIC LAYER

MINERAL LAYER

TOP SOIL

PLACED 1' BEYOND DRIP LINE LIMITS
PROTECTIVE FENCING

"T" POLES @ 5' O.C.

TREE PROTECTION DETAIL
NO SCALE
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NEW 5' CONCRETE WALK

EXISTING TRANSFORMER
EXISTING DECORATIVE POLE
MOUNTED LIGHTS TO REMAIN

NEW 4'X4' SCORED
CONCRETE PATIO

EXISTING WATER TANK
(BELOW GRADE)
NEW LANDSCAPING TO SCREEN
EXISTING FIRE PUMP BUILDING

NEW CONCRETE WALK

NEW ASPHALT
DROP-OFF / SHORT TERM
PARKING (7 CARS)

NEW POLE MOUNTED
LIGHTING (2 QTY.)

NEW ASPHALT
ACCESS DRIVE

MODIFIED TREE-LINE

EXISTING OUTDOOR CHAPEL
TO BE RELOCATED

MODIFIED TREE-LINE

MODIFIED
TREE-LINE

PROPOSED LOCATION FOR
EXISTING OUTDOOR CHAPEL

ONE-STORY
RETREAT CENTER

8,421 SF

TWO-STORY
DORMITORY

16,480 SF NEW LANDSCAPE RETAINING
WALL AS REQUIRED

ZONED: PRF

LOADING AREA: 35' x 24'
(SMALL TRUCKS & VANS)

NEW GROUND SIGN WITH
LANDSCAPE & LIGHTING

PROPOSED
DETENTION BASIN

PROPOSED SEPTIC TANKS

RELOCATE EXISTING POLE
LIGHT NORTH OF ACCESS
DRIVE AS SHOWN

NEW FIRE HYDRANT

POST MOUNTED KNOX BOX

ADD NEW BUILDING ADDRESS
ADJACENT TO EXISTING
ADDRESS SIGNS, MINIMUM 6"
HIGH NUMBERS

NEW ASPHALT
PARKING LOT
(40 CARS)

EXISTING GRAVEL
PARKING LOT
(±44 CARS)
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General Note
1.  SEE SCHEDULE FOR LUMINAIRE MOUNTING HEIGHT.
2.  CALCULATIONS ARE SHOWN IN FOOTCANDLES AT: 0' - 0"
3.  FIXTURES MOUNTED AT 20'-0" ABOVE GRADE
4.  LIGHTING ALTERNATES REQUIRE NEW PHOTOMETRIC CALCULATION AND RESUBMISSION TO CITY FOR APPROVAL.

THE ENGINEER AND/OR ARCHITECT MUST DETERMINE APPLICABILITY OF THE LAYOUT TO EXISTING / FUTURE FIELD
CONDITIONS.  THIS LIGHTING LAYOUT REPRESENTS ILLUMINATION LEVELS CALCULATED FROM LABORATORY DATA TAKEN
UNDER CONTROLLED CONDITIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOCIETY APPROVED METHODS.
ACTUAL PERFORMANCE OF ANY MANUFACTURER'S LUMINAIRE MAY VARY DUE TO VARIATION IN ELECTRICAL VOLTAGE,
TOLERANCE IN LAMPS, AND OTHER VARIABLE FIELD CONDITIONS.  MOUNTING HEIGHTS INDICATED ARE FROM GRADE
AND/OR FLOOR UP.

THESE LIGHTING CALCULATIONS ARE NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR INDEPENDENT ENGINEERING ANALYSIS OF LIGHTING
SYSTEM SUITABILITY AND SAFETY.  THE ENGINEER AND/OR ARCHITECT IS RESPONSIBLE TO REVIEW FOR MICHIGAN
ENERGY CODE AND LIGHTING QUALITY COMPLIANCE.

UNLESS EXEMPT, PROJECT MUST COMPLY WITH LIGHTING CONTROLS REQUIRMENTS DEFINED IN ASHRAE 90.1 2013. FOR
SPECIFIC INFORMATION CONTACT GBA CONTROLS GROUP AT ASG@GASSERBUSH.COM OR 734-266-6705.

FOR ORDERING INQUIRIES CONTACT GASSER BUSH AT QUOTES@GASSERBUSH.COM OR 734-266-6705.

THIS DRAWING WAS GENERATED FROM AN ELECTRONIC IMAGE FOR ESTIMATION PURPOSE ONLY. LAYOUT TO BE VERIFIED
IN FIELD BY OTHERS.

MOUNTING HEIGHT IS MEASURED FROM GRADE TO FACE OF FIXTURE. POLE HEIGHT SHOULD BE CALCULATED AS THE
MOUNTING HEIGHT LESS BASE HEIGHT.

Symbol Label QTY Manufacturer Catalog Number Description Lamp
Lumens

per
Lamp

LLF Wattage

2 Lithonia
Lighting

RAD1 LED P2 40K ASY
HS

RADEAN arm mount with P2
4000K Asymmetric distribution
with house-side shield

LED 4655 0.9 38.0107
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GENOA CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING 
MAY 10, 2021 

6:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

  
This meeting was conducted via Zoom 

  
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Grajek called the meeting of the Genoa Charter Township 
Planning Commission to order at 6:30 p.m. Present were Chris Grajek, Marianne McCreary, 
Eric Rauch, Jim Mortensen, Jeff Dhaenens, Glynis McBain, and Jill Rickard.  Also present were 
Kelly VanMarter, Community Development Director/Assistant Township Manager; and Brian 
Borden of Safebuilt Studio.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
 
INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS: All members introduced themselves noting their current 
location during the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Moved by Commissioner McCreary, seconded by Commissioner Rickard, to approve the 
agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST:  
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  The call to the public was made at 6:33 pm with no response. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC HEARING #1…Request to postpone due to insufficient statutory notice 
review of a special use application, environmental impact assessment, and site plan for a 
proposed 28,851 sq. ft. addition to the existing St. George shrine for the Prophet Elijah Retreat 
Center located at the Our Lady of the Fields Camp at 1391 Kellogg at the southwest corner of 
Kellogg and McClements Roads as petitioned by the Chaldean Catholic Church of the U.S.A. 

Ms. VanMarter noted that due to a clerical mistake, not all of the applicable neighboring 
properties were notified of the agenda item on tonight’s meeting so this item will be heard at a 
special meeting on June 2, 2021 at 7:00 pm. All of the appropriate property owners have been 
notified. 

The call to the public was made at 6:37 pm  

Mr. Mike Berean questioned if he will be able to voice concerns at the next meeting. Chairman 
Grajek stated yes. Mr. Berean will be speaking for all of the residents and will need more than 
three minutes to speak. Chairman Grajek noted that other residents could defer their time to Mr. 
Berean. Mr. Berean asked if the meeting will be held in person. Ms. VanMarter stated that the 
goal of the Township is to be in person; however, it depends on the amount of members of the 
public who are anticipated to attend and if there will be enough room in the Chamber in order to 
accommodate them with adhering to the MDHHS guidelines. 
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The call to the public was closed at 6:43 pm. 

Moved by Commissioner Dhaenens, seconded by Commissioner McCreary, to postpone Public 
Hearing #1 for the Prophet Elijah Retreat Center located at Our Lady of the Fields Camp located 
at 1391 Kellogg until a special meeting scheduled for June 2, 2021 at 7:00 pm. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING #2…Review of Zoning Ordinance Text amendments to Article 11 
“General Provisions” and Article 25 “Definitions” of the Zoning Ordinance. 

Ms. VanMarter reviewed the proposed changes to Article 11 of the Zoning Ordinance. They 
were as follows: 

● Fireplaces and chimneys under 8” wide would be able to project into the side yard setbacks 
if they are 10 feet or less. 

● Flagpole heights are allowed to be 60 feet in height. 
● Construction trailers can be on site for 12 months and must be removed 15 days after a 

land use permit expires 
● “Non-construction related temporary buildings and structures” will be treated as accessory 

structures, such as tents or tarp structures. 
● Changes were made for open storage, parking and repair of vehicles, particularly boats, 

trailers, tractors, recreational vehicles, and commercial vehicles. This would require a 
building to be present on the lot, the vehicle to be registered, the number of vehicles 
allowed, it must be on a paved or gravel surface, not allow hazardous materials to be 
stored, etc. 
○ Commissioners discussed the proposed restrictions for allowing short term grass/lawn 

parking for special events and feel they may be too lenient. 
○ There was a discussion regarding allowing only one recreational vehicle, boat or trailer 

in the front yard of a waterfront lot. Ms. VanMarter noted that the current ordinance 
does not allow anything to be parked in the waterfront. 

○ Another discussion focused on limiting the number of vehicles allowed in non-waterfront 
residential properties.  

● The Wireless Communication Systems section added a definition for “small cell wireless 
equipment”. It is also being proposed to allow cell towers up to 120 feet tall on sites over 40 
acres in the AG district, with justification that colocation is not a viable option elsewhere in 
the Township. 

● There has been a complete reformat of the Accessory Buildings and Structures section. 
Ms. VanMarter has included almost any type of accessory structure that would be put in a 
residential yard and put specifications in place for them, such as setbacks, permit 
requirements, etc. 
○ Requirements for breezeways have been defined and limited to 20 feet in length. 
○ Specifications for detached accessory structures have been amended, including the 

setback, height, size, number of structures allowed, etc. 
○ The definition for both stand-alone and attached decks, balconies, porches, 

gazebos/pergolas, and similar structures have been revised.  Changes have also been 
made to and the specifications for these items regarding the setbacks and the 
extensions into the setbacks. 
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○ Swimming pools, spas, hot tubs, and similar structures are being addressed with regard 
to where they are able to be located on a property; ie they are not allowed in the front 
yard or the required shoreline setback in a waterfront yard. 

● Fences are currently limited to four feet high so Staff is proposing to allow for six-foot high 
fences. There is other language regarding the type of fence material, how it should be 
placed, and shall be maintained in good condition. 
○ There was a discussion regarding where the fence would be required to be located 

relative to the property line. 
● The Waterfront Accessory Structures section has proposed changes that reference the 

other changes made earlier in this ordinance section. Also, the following items and their 
definitions and specifications have been added to this section: 
○ Gardens, landscaping, bird feeders, fire pits, water fountains, benches, arbors, trellises, 

Ground Level Unenclosed Projections (G.L.U.P.’s), steps, stairways, stoops, flagpoles, 
retaining walls, and play structures. 

○ Commissioners discussed decreasing the height limitations for these types of items. 
Commissioner Rauch suggested including ADA ramps so they cannot be confused with 
decks. 

○ Commissioner Rauch noted the dimensional standard limitation regarding retaining 
walls in this section could cause issues with civil engineering because retaining walls 
would be dependent on the topography of the site. Commissioner Rickard provided 
engineering information on the slope, height, and drainage requirements. 

○ There was a discussion regarding the height restriction and location of play structures. 
● A new section entitled “Solar Energy Collectors and Commercial Solar Energy Systems” 

has been added. 

Ms. VanMarter will make the necessary changes based on discussions this evening and return 
to the Planning Commission for review. 

The call to the public was made at 8:44 pm with no response. 

Moved by Commissioner Mortensen, seconded by Commissioner Rickard, to postpone the 
review of Zoning Ordinance Text amendments to Article 11 “General Provisions” and Article 25 
“Definitions” of the Zoning Ordinance until the June 14, 2021 Planning Commission meeting. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 

Staff Report 
Ms. VanMarter reiterated there will be a special meeting on June 2 and then the regular meeting 
on June 14. 
 
Approval of the March 8, 2021 Planning Commission meeting minutes 
 
Needed changes were noted. 
 
Moved by Commissioner McCreary, seconded by Commissioner Mortensen, to approve the 
minutes of the March 8, 2021 Planning Commission Meeting as amended.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
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Member Discussion 
 
There were no items to discuss this evening. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Moved by Commissioner Rickard, seconded by Commissioner Dhaenens, to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:54 pm.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Patty Thomas, Recording Secretary 
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