
     GENOA CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 
Regular Meeting 

Jan. 20, 2015 
6:30 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

 
Call to Order: 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: 
 
Call to the Public*: 
 
Approval of Consent Agenda: 
 
1. Payment of Bills.  
 
2. Request to Approve Minutes: Dec. 15, 2014  
 
3. Request for approval to purchase bleachers and benches for the Township athletic fields at 
a cost not to exceed $10,324. 
 
4. Request for approval of budget for 2015 MTA Conference in Grand Rapids Jan. 28-30. 
 
5. Request for approval to enter into agreements to collect 2015 summer property taxes with 
Brighton Area Schools, Hartland Consolidate Schools, Howell Public Schools and 
Livingston Educational Service Agency as submitted by the Township Treasurer.  
 
 
Approval of Regular Agenda:  
 
6. Request for approval of a resolution to establish a new polling place, correct the County 
GIS mapping, move Precinct 11 to the 2/42 Church and other redistribution of residents to 
more convenient locations for voting as requested by the State of Michigan. 
 
7. Request for approval of amendments to budgets concluding on March 31, 2015, General 
Fund 101, Road Improvement Fund 261, Road Lake Lighting Reimbursement Fund 264, 
Future Development Parks and Recreation Fund 270, and Cemetery Building Reserve Fund 
271.  
 
8. First review of budgets for the General Fund 101, Road Improvement Fund 261, Road 
Lake Lighting Reimbursement Fund 264, Future Development Parks and Recreation Fund 
270, and Cemetery Building Reserve Fund 271 for the Fiscal Year ending March 31, 2016. 
 



9. Discussion on the cost of publications and announcements in local papers as requested by 
Todd Smith. 
 
10. Request for approval of a proposal with LSL Planning, Inc. to prepare a Zoning Ordinance 
Update and Interactive Zoning Ordinance at an amount not to exceed $48,900. 
 
11. Discussion regarding paving of the Northshore Subdivision west entrance. 
 
12. Request to enter into a closed session to discuss pending litigation pursuant to MCL 
15.268 § 8 (e). 
 
 
Correspondence 
Member Discussion 
Adjournment 

*Citizen’s Comments- In addition to providing the public with an opportunity to address the Township Board 
at the beginning of the meeting, opportunity to comment on individual agenda items may be offered by the 
Chairman as they are presented. 



















































 

 

 

2015 MTA Budget 
 

 

The following is a proposal for consideration of expenses relating to the January 2015 MTA Conference: 

Name:  _____________________________________ 

1. Conference Fees $309.00    ______$309.00___________ 
2. Room Charges  $144.00 x 2 or 3 nights   ____$288 (2)  or $432.00 (3)_ 
3. Milaege   $128.80 (224 miles at .57.5 per mile)                      $128.80__________ 
4. Parking   $19 per day    _______________________ 
5. Food   $75 per day    _______________________ 
6. Per Diem  $192.00 per diem             _______________________ 

 
 
*Per diems are only payable for days on which you attend classes. 





































MEMORANDUM 

To:  Genoa Township Board 

From:  Kelly VanMarter 

Date:  January 15, 2015 

Re:  Zoning Ordinance Update Proposal  

Manager Review:          

 

Dear Honorable Officials and Trustees, 

 

Attached, please find a proposal from LSL Planning to prepare a Zoning Ordinance 

Update.  It has been 10 years since the current Ordinance was adopted and 5 years 

since the last significant update.  Township staff perpetually monitors the Ordinance 

and trends throughout the state and we believe the community would benefit greatly 

from not only a comprehensive update to the Ordinance but also from the creation of a 

user-friendly graphic, interactive layout.   

In addition to updating and reorganizing, major components of the project would 

include redistricting, updating sign standards and the town center overlay, and the 

addition of regulations to address medical marijuana, fracking and the new 

interchange area.  Staff would also like to see the Ordinance re-formatted to improve 

navigation and understanding when using a web based interface.   Recent trends 

involve communities creating interactive versions of their Zoning Ordinances making 

it easier for the general public to navigate and understand the Ordinance while also 

decreasing staff time spent helping customers find answers to Ordinance questions.   

Examples of interactive Zoning Ordinances completed by LSL are provided as links 

below for your reference: 

Romulus i-Zone Ordinance City of Farmington i-Zone Ordinance 

 

In regard to cost, the proposal from LSL estimates that $48,900 would be needed to 

complete the tasks.  I have analyzed similar projects in other communities and found 

this estimated amount to be competitive and reasonable given the scope of work.   In 

addition, this amount is below the projected costs approved in the Capital 

Improvement Plan (see attached) and is being included in the projected budget 

currently being discussed for Fiscal Year 2014-2015. 

 

http://www.romulusgov.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=FTB30ix1NhY%3d&tabid=522
http://www.ci.farmington.mi.us/Services/EconomicAndCommunityDevelopment/CityCharterandCodeofOrdinances.pdf


 

In closing, I respectfully request your consideration of this proposal and would like to recommend the 

following action on this agenda item: 

 

Moved by    , supported by   to approve the proposal with LSL 

Planning, Inc. to prepare a Zoning Ordinance Update and Interactive Zoning Ordinance at an 

amount not to exceed $48,900. 

 

Should you have any questions concerning this matter that you would like to discuss prior to the 

meeting, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Kelly VanMarter       

Assistant Township Manager/Community Development Director 
 



 
 
January 15, 2015 
 
Kelly VanMarter, Assistant Township Manager/Planning Director 
Genoa Township 
2911 Dorr Road 
Brighton, Michigan 48116 
 
Subject:  Proposal to Prepare Zoning Ordinance Update 
 
Dear Kelly: 

We appreciate the Township’s interest in having LSL Planning assist in updating the Township’s zoning 
ordinance.  This proposal outlines our understanding of the proposed process and estimated fee.   

Purpose 
The zoning ordinance has not had a significant update since 2010. LSL Planning will work with Township staff 
and a subcommittee to facilitate the update to the ordinance and create a new, graphic, interactive layout. 
 
Project Team 
Kathleen Duffy will manage the project, coordinating meetings, facilitating draft edits from LSL’s team of 
experts, creating new graphics, and preparing the interactive zoning format.  Brian Borden will supervise the 
revisions lending considerable insight based on his experience working with the Township for many years. Brad 
Strader will serve as Principal-in-Charge, provide quality assurance, and assist with the new interchange 
districts.  Paul LeBlanc, our zoning ordinance expert, will provide quality assurance. We will work with the 
Township’s team as outlined below. 

Key Components 
1. Blueprint 

a. Staff Meeting #1 (10-2) to discuss the scope of revisions needed 
b. The Township will provide a marked up scan of comments on the current ordinance 
c. LSL to prepare technical review 
d. LSL to prepare project blueprint 
e. Staff Meeting #2 to review blueprint 
f. Subcommittee Meeting #3 to review blueprint and endorse proposed changes 

2. Ordinance Update 
a. Ordinance Reorganization (especially look at General Provisions) 
b. Revisions per blueprint 
c. Major Edits 

i. Sign Ordinance 
ii. Town Center 

iii. New Interchange District 
iv. Fracking 
v. Medical Marijuana 

d. Create interactive zoning ordinance 
3. Review and Adoption 

a. Staff Meetings (3) 
b. PC Meetings (2) 
c. Draft edits (2 PC Drafts, 1 Public Hearing Draft, 1 Adoption Draft) 

 

306 S. Washington Ave, Ste 400 Royal Oak, MI 48067 Tel: 248.586.0505 Fax: 248.586.0501 www.LSLplanning.com  



 

The estimated fee for this project is $48,900, which includes the previously agreed upon $5,000 to create the 
new interchange districts recommended by the Master Plan. This does not include fees for work performed by 
the Township Attorney.  

We hope that this letter provides you with the information you require at this time; however, please do not 
hesitate to contact me should you need additional information or have any questions. 

Sincerely, 
LSL Planning, a SAFEbuilt Company 
 
 
 
 
 
Bradley K. Strader, AICP, PTP 
Planning Division Manager 

  



GENOA CHARTER TOWNSHIP CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 2013-2019 
 

34 

GENOA TOWNSHIP 2013-2019 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM 
            ________ 

Project Title: Township Zoning Ordinance Update 

Project Type: Services Support 

Useful Life: 5-10 years  

Continuing/New Project: New Project 

Priority: Desirable 

        

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

Replacement of existing Zoning Ordinance. Multiple updates and changes need to be made 

including new Latson interchange subarea zoning categories need to be included. With more 

people reading the ordinance on a computer, a web-friendly version should be made publically 

available.   

 

JUSTIFICATION 

 

The existing ordinance needs a complete overhaul with extensive changes in the Township, these 

issues need to be addressed in the ordinance to prevent future problems from arising.  

 

SCHEDULE 

 

About 6 months of work would be required from Township staff and the planning consultants.  

 

IMPACT ON OPERATING EXPENSES 

 

The expenses will be covered by the general fund.  

 

 

 

 

EXPENDITURE SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT

FUND 

SOURCE FY 13/14 FY 14/15 FY 15/16 FY 16/17 FY 17/18 FY 18/19 TOTAL

Zoning Ordinance GF #271 50,000$   50,000$   
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