
 

GENOA CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

 Board of Trustees 

Regular Meeting and Public Hearing 

February 18, 2013  

6:30 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

Call to Order: 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: 

 

Call to the Public*: 

 

Approval of Consent Agenda: 

 

1. Payment of Bills. 

 

2. Request to approve minutes: February 4, 2013. 

 

3. Request for approval of the Tetra Tech proposal for engineering for Mountain & Mystic as 

recommended by Archinal 

 

Approval of Regular Agenda:  

 

4. Call to the public for the Lake Chemung Aquatic Weed Control Improvement Project.  

 A. Call to the property owners 

 B. Call to the public 

 

5. Request for approval of Resolution #3 (Resolution Approving Project, Cost Estimates, Special 

Assessment District and Causing the Special Assessment Roll to be Prepared) for the Lake Chemung 

Aquatic Weed Control Improvement Project.  

 

6. Request for approval of Resolution #4 (Resolution Acknowledging the Filing of the Special 

Assessment Roll, Scheduling the Second Hearing, and Directing the Issuance of Statutory Notices) for the 

Lake Chemung Aquatic Weed Control Improvement Project.  

 

7. Request for approval of an amendment to the General Fund 101, Future Road Fund 261, Road/Lake 

Reimbursement Fund 264, and Future Development Parks and Rec Fund 270 for the fiscal year ending 

March 31, 2013 and review of budgets for the General Fund 101, Future Road Fund 261, Road/Lake 

Reimbursement Fund 264, Future Development Parks and Rec Fund 270 and Liquor Law 212 for the 

fiscal year ending March 31, 2014.  

 

8. Review and receipt of nime month analysis of all funds as submitted by Palka. 

 

9. Request for approval of Resolution 130218 authorizing publication of Notice of Intent to issue bonds 

and allowing for the reimbursement of certain expenditures from bond proceeds.  

 

10. Request for approval of the 2013/2014 System Labor and Equipment Percentage Allocation and the 

DPW Budget for FY Ending 2014. 



 

10. Request for approval of the FY 2014 Operating Budgets for the Lake Edgewood Sewer System, the 

Oak Pointe Sewer System and the Oak Pointe Water System.  

 

11. Request for approval of 1% rate increase to the Lake Edgewood Sewer System effective date of June 

1, 2013.  

 

12. Consider funding from the Howell Area Parks Recreation Authority.  

 

13. Consider request to enter into closed session for discussion pending litigation pursuant to Section 8(e) 

of the 1976 Open Meetings Act. 

 

 

 

 

 

*Citizen’s Comments- In addition to providing the public with an opportunity to address the 

Township Board at the beginning of the meeting, opportunity to comment on individual 

agenda items may be offered by the Chairman as they are presented.  















































































































 MEMO 
  
TO:  Honorable Members of the Genoa Charter Township Board 
 
FROM: Greg Tatara, Utility Director 
  Tesha Humphriss, Utility Engineer 
 
DATE: February 14, 2013 
 
RE: Oak Pointe Wastewater Treatment Plant Consolidation Project   
 Notice of Intent to Issue Bonds and Preliminary Design Proposal.  
 
MANAGER REVIEW: _____________________________________ 
 

 
The Genoa Township Utility Department is pleased to present for the Genoa Township Board’s 
consideration the first items for action regarding the consolidation of the Oak Pointe Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) with the Genoa Oceola WWTP.  A detailed review of the history of 
this project was previously provided in staff Memos from the October 1, 2012, and December 3, 
2012, Genoa Township Board meetings.  In summary, the stated needs for the project include: 
 

 The existing treatment technology for the Oak Pointe WWTP is antiquated  
 There are numerous violations, primarily associated with Sodium & Chloride Violations 
 Remove a source of groundwater contamination impacting Township residents 
 The Township does not wish to inspect individual residences or enforce water softener 

restrictions on individual homes 
 This project has been a goal of the Township since 2005 
 This project will consolidate 2 wastewater treatment plants into one, which has support 

from the State, is an opportunity to consolidate energy, labor, and services, and improve 
the quality of treated wastewater effluent discharged in the Township. 

 
Historically, funding has been the primary hurdle keeping this project from being initiated. 
Therefore, from 2009 to 2011, staff applied for grants from the State and Federal Governments 
to fund this project.  The grant applications were unsuccessful, and recently a funding 
mechanism was discovered through the development of a Citizen’s Advisory Committee.   
 
In January 2012, with the intention of reviewing a water irrigation rate increase, the Township 
started the Oak Pointe Citizen’s Advisory Committee.  Through the process of reviewing the 
challenges of the existing wastewater system with the Citizen’s Advisory Committee, we have 
gained support to finance this project through a quarterly debt charge on their utility bill.  We 
subsequently held three public meetings in which all Oak Pointe sanitary sewer customers were 
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invited.  From these meetings, we obtained overall very positive public support for the project 
and are now bringing to the Board the following documents for review and/or approval: 
 
Attachment 1 – A question and answer document with additional details in regards to the 
questions raised at the December 3, 2012, Genoa Township Board meeting. 
 
Attachment 2 – Resolution and Notice of Intent to Issue Bonds.   
 
Attachment 3 – Draft Agreement between Genoa Oceola and Genoa Township for the wholesale 
treatment of the wastewater from Oak Pointe. 
 
Attachment 4 – Tetra Tech Proposal for Basis of Design for the project, including 1) 
Decommission of the Oak Pointe WWTP, 2) Improvements to the Genoa Oceola WWTP, and 3) 
Finalize the Route, including a route investigation and hydraulic calculations.   
 
We look forward discussing this important project with the Board on February 18, 2013.  In 
addition, Jim Kiefer of Dykema will be present at the meeting to answer questions on the legal 
and financial aspects of the project. 
 



Oak Pointe WWTP Consolidation Project                                               1 

Questions and Answers 

Follow Up to December 3, 2012, Board Meeting 
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There was some discussion on the potential benefits of packaging the wastewater debt with a 

potential road project. 

As each debt issuance has a certain component of debt costs (~$120,000), it makes sense to combine 

debt issuance when possible.  However, the timing for the Oak Pointe wastewater project and pending 

township road improvements is not aligning for that to be possible.  It is anticipated that the Oak Pointe 

WWTP Consolidation project will be ready for financing this year, whereas the road projects have either 

obtained funding or are yet to begin conceptual design or financial planning.  

What is the timeframe for debt repayment and project cost? 

The current estimate is a 20‐year payback, with a $300/year/REU charge. 

*REU stands for Residential Equivalent Unit 

The last Citizen’s Advisory Committee meeting focused on the debt repayment options, and the 

recommended method is a charge on the quarterly sanitary sewer bill.  We agreed to give the residents 

a minimum of 6 months’ notice before the charge was added to the bill.  We anticipate assessing the 

charge after construction starts, at the earliest approximately a year from now. 

At the December 3rd Board Meeting two routes were reviewed, why is the Chilson Route now 

recommended? 

Presented in Exhibit 2 of the Draft Agreement with the Genoa Oceola Sanitary Sewer Authority is the 

proposed Chilson Route.  After careful evaluation, the Chilson route is recommended for the following 

reasons:  1)  The Chilson Road route has available Right‐Of‐Way to install the pipe,  2) The Chilson Road 

route will improve ease of the hydraulic design of the transmission main as it can likely remain a 

dedicated transmission main for the Oak Pointe system 3) The Nixon Road improvements that are part 

of the Latson Road Interchange are scheduled to begin this spring, and we would be unable to get the 

pipe built before the road construction, thus causing inconvenience for the residents in that area by 

having construction occur for two consecutive years, and lastly 4) Future service to this area as 

identified in the Township Master Plan can occur more effectively than if this force main was occupying 

available Right‐of‐Way in this area.   

Why not use Revenue Bonds instead of Capital Improvement Bonds? 

Both  funding mechanisms  require publication of a notice of  intent  to  issue bonds and a  referendum 

period.   And,  in both situations, the debt service would be paid primarily with user based debt service 

charges.  However, Capital Improvement Bonds allow the Township to pledge its full faith and credit as a 

“back‐stop” security for the bond issue, in case the Oak Pointe debt service charges, reserve funds and 

operation and maintenance funds are not sufficient to pay the debt service on the Bonds.  The ability to 

pledge the Township’s full faith and credit offers the benefit of the Township’s excellent credit rating to 

the residents of Oak Pointe, which will save tens of thousands of dollars over the life of the bonds.     
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